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A Model Essay and Paragraph—by-Paragraph Commentary: My
Patient Math Teacher

First read a model essay of about three hundred words titled My Math Teacher,
then look at it paragraph by paragraph to see what works and what could still be

improved.

The opening reads: "My math teacher is named Zhou. She has short hair and a quiet

voice. I used to dread math class. Word problems were a tangled ball of yarn I could
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never sort out.” Commentary: the first sentence introduces the teacher directly, with
no stock lines like “my teacher is like a silkworm or a candle”; “a quiet voice” is a
useful detail that makes the person recognizable at once. The second sentence states

the fear of math, planting the starting point of the change.

The second paragraph reads: “Once I got two word problems wrong in my homework.
Teacher Zhou did not scold me. She called me to the blackboard, took a piece of
chalk, drew a long line segment, and marked the conditions of the problem onto it one
by one, asking as she drew: which step did you read wrong? Looking at the line, 1
understood right away.” Commentary: this is the line—diagram scene. The strength is
the actions broken apart: drew, marked, asked, three actions in a chain, plus one
line of the teacher’s speech. When writing about a teacher explaining a problem, the
worst habit is vaguely saying “the teacher explained patiently again and again”, and

the model essay avoids it.

The third paragraph reads: “Another time in class, I was resting my head on the
desk, daydreaming. Teacher Zhou walked over to my desk, bent down, and asked in a low
voice whether I had skipped breakfast.” Commentary: “bent down” and ”“in a low voice”
are gentleness itself. The word “gentle” never appears, yet the reader feels it. Ask
yourself: if it were replaced with “Teacher Zhou cared for me gently”, what would be

left of the paragraph? Nothing.

The fourth paragraph reads: “That day after school, Teacher Zhou called me back,
took an orange candy out of her pocket and handed it to me, saying: pay attention in
class, and eat on time when you are hungry.” Commentary: the candy is the smallest of
the three scenes, and placing it at dismissal gives it flavor. The teacher says only
one line, no lecture. Consider: if the teacher delivered a long moral speech here,

what would the essay become? Probably a transcript.

The ending reads: “Now math is my favorite class. When I meet a problem I cannot
solve, I raise my hand first. I no longer find math scary, because Teacher Zhou is
always patient when she explains.” Commentary: “raise my hand first” is concrete
behavior, more believable than “from then on I fell in love with math”. One place to
improve: add one more present—tense detail before the last line, such as ”“in the last

math test I even solved the final word problem”, to make the change more solid.

The skeleton of the whole essay is: fear of math, the line diagram, bending down
to explain, the candy, loving math. When you write your own, swap Teacher Zhou for

your teacher and swap the line diagram for something you really saw; the skeleton
still holds.

www. vv99. net



