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Five Traps in Writing About My Teacher, Each with a Fix

A classmate once wrote an essay called My Teacher that ran entirely on “my
teacher is very nice, gentle and patient, I love my teacher very much”. Three hundred
words, all praise, not a single event. That is the most common way of writing, and
the most common trap. The five traps below have been stepped into by nearly every

third—-grader.

Trap one: starting with a slogan. Lines like “the silkworm spins until it dies”
or “teachers are hardworking gardeners” are not needed in a third-grade essay, and
twenty students in class will use the same one. The fix: make the first sentence say
the teacher’ s surname, subject, and look, for example “my math teacher is named Zhou,

with short hair and a quiet voice”. One sentence sets the character up.

Trap two: piling up adjectives. “Gentle”, ”“patient”, “amiable”, “kind” used one
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after another leaves no picture in the reader’s head. The fix: replace adjectives
with actions. To show patience, write “when he explains a problem, he presses the
chalk to the blackboard and draws each line segment straight, stroke by stroke”; to
show gentleness, write “he walks to the desk, bends down, and speaks so only I can

hear”.

Trap three: too many events. One in class, one at break, one after school, two
sentences each, reading like a running account. The fix: pick three events connected
to patience and write one of them all the way through. What counts as writing
through? Actions, dialogue, and the narrator’s reaction; at least two of the three

must appear.

Trap four: writing only the teacher, never yourself. The teacher is wonderful,
and “1” stand beside the story the whole time, unchanged. The fix: show before and
after at the ending. Before, I feared math and never raised my hand; now I carry my
workbook to the teachers’ office to ask questions. Put those two sentences side by

side and the essay instantly has a main line.

Trap five: details that only use the eyes. Describing only the teacher’s face and
clothes, never the voice, the gestures, the things in hand. The fix: use other
senses. The candy the teacher hands over tastes like orange; the chalk tapping the
blackboard twice means look at the problem; when he bends down to explain, there is
chalk dust on his cuff.

The classmate later revised his essay against these five points: deleted “very
nice”, replaced it with the line diagram, the bending—down explanation, and the
candy, and changed the opening to “my math teacher is named Zhou”. In the revised

essay, readers know what makes the teacher good without being told she is good.
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