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Scoring Points for a Junior-High Essay About My Teacher:
Making the Growth Arc Clear

Marking criteria for junior—high essays differ from primary school. Primary
school asks whether there is an event; junior high asks what change the event drove

from start to finish. To lift My Teacher to the next level, hold on to three points.

Point one: one core event plus two supporting scenes. Do not list three parallel
events like “the teacher cares, the teacher is serious, the teacher is funny”. Choose
one as the trunk, for example a composition review class: the teacher read aloud the
weakest paragraph in the class and the strongest one, and did not name the weak one;
I only learned after class that it was mine. Around this trunk, add two short scenes:
the long comment in the essay notebook, and the revision session in the office. Give
the trunk three or four paragraphs and each support one, and the balance of detail

appears at once.
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Point two: write the teacher’s methods, not the teacher’s virtues. How does a
Chinese teacher make you love writing? Not “he is patient” but concrete techniques:
the comment longer than the essay itself, ending with “your dialogue is copied; go
record something you actually heard in the canteen this morning”; the five-minute
reading before class, where what gets read is not famous prose but sentences written
by classmates, whoever wrote well; and during revision the red pen only subtracts,
and after deleting three adjectives the teacher says: look, the sentence got heavier.

Write out the methods and the character stands.

Point three: the change needs a chain of evidence. From hating writing to loving
expression, there must be a string of checkable actions: the first time I actually
went to the canteen to overhear dialogue and rewrote the third paragraph; the second
time I carried my draft to the office myself and had six lines deleted; the third
time, on a monthly test, I did not pad the word count for the first time; at term s
end a short piece of mine went up on the class wall. Do not write “from then on I
loved Chinese”; write these four actions, and readers will count the growth

themselves.

On language, junior high allows a little elegance, but it must grow on nouns and
verbs. “A thin line of chalk dust gathered on the wooden edge of the podium” works;
“time flies like a white colt, a teacher s kindness is like a mountain” does not. No

more than two similes in the whole essay, and avoid idioms where possible.

Finally check three things: after deleting every sentence that directly judges
the teacher, how much content remains; whether the teacher’s lines in all three
scenes are short and concrete; whether the ending lands on an action or an image.

Pass all three and a six—hundred-word essay is solid.
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