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Six Common Mistakes in Openings and Endings, Checked One

by One

After marking over a hundred essays titled My Teacher, the faults at the two ends
sort into six. Each comes with a sick sentence and a fix; check your own draft

against them.

Mistake one: the career—style opening. Sick sentence: “In my school life I have
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met many teachers, like stars in the sky.” Test: delete the first sentence; can the
essay still begin? If yes, the sentence is dead. Fix: start from the time point of an
event, “On September first, a man holding books stood at the classroom door”, or from

an object, “In my schoolbag there is a blue umbrella I dare not throw away”.

Mistake two: the metaphor opening. Sick sentence: “A teacher is a candle, a
gardener, a lighthouse.” Test: count how many classmates also use candles; is yours
still new? Fix: replace it with something only your teacher has. “The zipper of
Teacher Li’s briefcase is broken; it is tied with a shoelace.” One real detail beats

three metaphors.

Mistake three: the slogan ending. Sick sentence: “This is my teacher, ordinary
yet great; I love my teacher!” Test: read it aloud; could it be copied unchanged for
any teacher in the world? Then it is empty. Fix: turn the feeling into an object or
habit. ”Years after graduation, I carry an umbrella every rainy day, and feel uneasy

without one.” If the umbrella is there, the feeling is there; no shouting needed.

Mistake four: the grand-lifespan ending. Sick sentence: “From then on I resolved
to study hard, serve the country, and live up to my teacher’ s hopes.” Test: does the
ending connect to the event before it? If the essay was about an umbrella and the
ending suddenly serves the country, there is no road between them. Fix: let the
ending handle only what the essay already raised. An umbrella story closes on the

habit of carrying one; the ending should be no bigger than the event.

Mistake five: opening and ending do not rhyme. Example: the opening is the first
meeting at the classroom door, the ending is grading homework in the office, each end
serving itself. Test: read only the first and last sentences; do they share an
object, a place, or a line? Fix: bring back what the opening introduced. If it began
at the door, return to the door; if it began with the umbrella, the ending must still
be the umbrella.

Mistake six: the opening runs too long. Some essays finish the first paragraph
before the teacher appears: first school starts, then the weather, then the summer
vacation. Test: count sentences; by the end of the third, has the teacher appeared?
the

”

If not, cut. Fix: delete the weather and vacation entirely and start with

classroom door stood open a crack”.

The self-check order: delete the first sentence and see if the essay still
starts; count the metaphors; ask whether the last sentence could be sent as—is to
another teacher; finally match the shared object between the two ends. Walk these
four steps and the openings and endings will mostly hold. Whatever problems remain

live in the middle paragraphs, and that is another essay s business.
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