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Five Ways Reflections on Honesty Go Wrong: A Self—check

List with Fixes

After correcting many reflections on honesty, the problems cluster in five

places. Check against this list and fix whatever applies.

Fault one: summary instead of quotation. The opening retells the article from
beginning to end, eating most of the space, while the required detail never appears.
Test: count how many concrete actions or objects you quoted. Zero means you are
guilty. Fix: delete the retelling, keep one detail, introduce it in two sentences,

quote the original.

Fault two: slogan comments. The comment paragraph is full of I was deeply moved
and honesty is a traditional virtue, with nothing about what makes the detail good.
Fix: force yourself to answer two questions, would the action mean the same if

someone else did it, and why did the author write this action rather than another.
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Write the answers in plain sentences and the slogans disappear.

Fault three: an experience without conflict. I always keep every promise I make.
Such an experience has no story because it skips the part where you did not want to
act but acted anyway. Fix: recall the moment you hesitated and write the hesitation.
Suppose you wanted to slip away from class duty, saw classmates working, and stayed.

Put both the urge to leave and the act of staying into the paragraph.

Fault four: a hollow insight. I realize the importance of honesty and will be an
honest person from now on. This sentence fits any topic, which means it carries no
information. Fix: write one concrete behavior you changed afterwards, for example, I
no longer agree to help casually, and once I agree I set an alarm to remind myself.

The more specific the behavior, the more the insight reads as yours.

Fault five: a missing material. The outline demands a text detail, a promise-—
keeping experience, and an insight. Commonly there is a quote but no experience, or
an experience but no insight. Fix: after writing, label each paragraph detail,
comment, experience, insight. Fill any gap, and the experience paragraph should

exceed 150 words even at its shortest.

Five quick pre—exam questions: did I quote a concrete detail or summarize the
whole text? Does my comment answer why the detail moved me? Does my experience
contain hesitation or difficulty? Does my insight land on one concrete behavior? Are

all four labels present? Pass all five and the reflection stays on track.
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