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Annotated 400-word Sample: Honesty Matters More Than a
Score, What Plain Primary—-School Writing Looks Like

This sample reflects on a short article about exam honesty. It has four

paragraphs; look at the plain writing one by one.

Paragraph one quotes the detail in 68 characters: the little boy in the article
raised his hand when the teacher had added ten extra points, and asked her to correct
it; the class went quiet for a moment. The quotation keeps one action, raising the
hand, with no retelling of the article. The reaction, a moment of quiet, stays

because it bridges into the comment.

Paragraph two comments in 52 characters: he must have been nervous raising his

hand, since ten free points were there for the keeping. But he still raised it. The
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comment does not cheer him; it thinks one layer for the character, nervous and yet he

did it. That gives the comment a human touch.

Paragraph three, the experience, is about 200 characters: last Friday s math
quiz, the last multiple—choice question, stuck between A and C. My deskmate’ s paper
lay open, the answer a single letter. I turned my head to the blackboard, pretending
to check earlier questions, while counting that more people might pick C. After
handing in, I still changed it to A, because not knowing is not knowing, and a
guessed right answer is not mine. There is no sentence like I struggled greatly
inside. Plainness rests on three actions: turning the head, pretending to check,
changing the answer. The line about counting who picks C writes out the hesitation in

a primary-school way, not an adult voice.

Paragraph four, the insight, 76 characters: the boy corrected a score, 1
corrected an answer, and it is the same thing: the paper should carry what is mine. A
low score can be trained; a copied answer also steals the chance to train. The

insight stitches the text detail to my experience and lands on a sentence of my own.

The first draft had: I was extremely conflicted, two little angels and devils
fighting, and justice won. The rewrite deleted conflict, angels, devils, and justice,
replacing them with turning the head and changing the answer. It saved 30 characters
and readers saw what actually happened. That is the plain—-writing operation: delete

adjectives and figures of speech, keep verbs.

The whole piece is about 400 words, within 30 either way. A note for upper
primary students: do not turn an exam topic into a self-criticism. Skip I was wrong
and I promise. Stop after describing what you did, close with one insight sentence,

and the confession tone disappears by itself.
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