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Four Places Where Graduation Diaries Most Often Go

Wrong, with Concrete Fixes

Of ten diaries handed in on graduation day, eight go wrong in the same four
places. Each trap comes with ~what the wreck looks like’ and how to fix it’ — fixes

you can apply on the spot.

Trap one: mistaking the schedule for content. The whole piece is 'we had our last
class, then took graduation photos, then received memory books, then went home’ — it
reads like an event notice. The cause: writing everything about the day means writing
nothing. Fix: write only the forty—five minutes of the last class; everything outside

gets one sentence. Test: if deleting a paragraph leaves the rest still connected,
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that paragraph is schedule — delete it.

Trap two: slogans instead of details. A teacher’s kindness is unforgettable’,
“thank you for your hard work’, ’a teacher for a day, a father for life’, one after
another. The problem with slogans is that anyone could write them — they do not
point to that specific teacher of your class. Fix: every time a slogan appears, force
yourself to replace it with something that only happened in your class. Suppose
behind the slogan should have come ’she compiled our class essays into a book, and we
drew the cover ourselves’ — then delete the slogan and keep the book. What only

happened in your class is your diary.

Trap three: turning the teacher’s tears into a melodrama. ’The teacher cried, we
cried, the classroom was a sea of tears.’ The reality is often: the teacher wiped her
eyes once, a few classmates reddened, most people had not yet registered what was
happening. Inflating one wipe into a sea of tears makes the diary false. Fix: return
to the actual scale you saw — if she wiped once, write once; if someone passed a
tissue, write the passing. The size of the feeling is set by the true scale of the
actions, not by adjectives. Suppose the class really did cry, still write it

concretely: who cried first, what the teacher said to smooth things over.

Trap four: stacking famous quotes at the end. A true friend lives near even if
in distant lands’, ’'ride the wind and break the waves’ — one is not enough, bring
two. Quotes belong to other people’s feelings; stuffed at the end they dilute yours.
Fix: end with a single action or image. Suppose you write 'as I left I pulled the
door shut, and the class—photo sticker on the glass shone in the setting sun’ — the
image speaks for itself. If you must use a quote, use only the line the teacher wrote

on the blackboard; that one belongs to your class.

A six—item checklist before handing in: did you write only the forty—five minutes
of class; is the blackboard message copied exactly; at what scale did you write the
teacher wiping her tears; is there one sentence about something that only happened in
your class; are similes no more than two; does the ending show an image or shout a

slogan. Pass all six and this graduation diary will not wreck.
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