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A Paragraph-by-Paragraph Review of a Sample Reading
Response to My Teacher: What Works and How to Fix It

Suppose a sixth—grader hands in a reading response titled Reflections on Reading
My Teacher, six hundred and twenty characters long. Let us go paragraph by paragraph
and see what stands and what needs the knife. This method beats blindly writing ten

more drafts: first learn to find faults in your own writing.

Start with the opening. The original first paragraph reads: 'Today I read the
article My Teacher. It tells how Teacher Wei cared for her students, and after

reading I was very moved and deeply educated.’ Thirty—seven characters, technically
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correct and completely useless. ’Very moved and ’deeply educated’ fit any reading
response ever written; deleting them loses nothing. The fix: enter straight through a
scene from the text. For example: ’Teacher Wei pretended to be angry, the classmates
saw through it at once and laughed even harder — I laughed too at this line, because
it reminded me of our Teacher Wang.’ One sentence pulls the reader into a scene and

plants your own teacher early.

Next, the quotation part. The original second paragraph retells the text from
beginning to end in two hundred and forty characters, nearly forty percent of the
essay. A reading response is not a story summary. Keep one scene only: the pretend-—
anger scene, eighty to one hundred characters, delete the rest. The test is simple:
are your own words in this paragraph? If the whole paragraph is ’first the text wrote

this, then it wrote that,” it is retelling, not reflection.

The third paragraph is about the student’s own teacher, and the original has only
ninety characters: My Teacher Wang is also nice. Once I was sick and she walked me
home, and I was moved.’” This is the part that should be heaviest and is the lightest.
What is missing is the process. Suppose what really happened was this: it was
drizzling after school, Teacher Wang rode her electric scooter to the mouth of your
lane, the vehicle could only stop outside, she took off her own raincoat and put it
on you, and half her own shoulder got wet. Write it in: what the rain looked like,
what color the raincoat was, exactly what she said, what you saw when you looked back
at your door. Expand this paragraph to two hundred characters and the whole essay

stands up at once.

The original ending reads: ’Teachers are truly great; I will study hard from now
on and repay my teacher.’ Heavy on slogans. The fix: land the ending on one concrete
thought. For example: 'Now I sit in the classroom, remember the half-wet shoulder of
Teacher Wang, and suddenly understand that pretending to be angry and lending a
raincoat are the same thing — every trick a teacher uses hides a real heart.’ This
ending returns to the text and closes on your own teacher, without shouting the word

" great.’

After revision: retelling shrank from two hundred and forty characters to ninety,
the paragraph about your own teacher grew from ninety to two hundred and twenty, the
total length stayed within limits, but the center of gravity moved from the text to
you. That is the core move in revising a reading response: cut the summary, add your
own story. Next time you finish a draft, check these four parts yourself — far

faster than waiting for the teacher’ s red pen.
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