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Six Common Mistakes in Writing a Reading Response to My
Teacher: A Self—Check List

After grading enough reading responses, you notice the mistakes primary school
students make on My Teacher—style essays repeat with striking regularity. Here are
six, each with a way to spot it and a way to fix it. Checking against this list after

writing beats copying a model essay.
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Mistake one: retelling the text eats most of the space. How to spot it: count the
characters spent on ~what the text says.  Over half the essay means retelling. The
fix: keep only the one scene that best shows the teacher’s character, eighty to one
hundred characters, delete everything else. You are the main character of a reading

response; the text is only the doorway.

Mistake two: 'moved’ appears four or five times, but readers never learn the
specific reason. How to spot it: search the essay. If 'moved,’” ’deeply educated,” or
“greatly benefited appears three or more times and none of them can be followed by a
concrete detail, it is shouting. The fix: after every 'moved,’ add one clause
starting with ’because.’ For example: I was moved when the teacher pretended to be

angry, because she clearly could not bear to truly scold us.’

Mistake three: your own teacher becomes a running account of good deeds. ’The
teacher walked me home,” ’the teacher tutored me,” ’the teacher taught while sick’ —
one sentence per event, lined up like a duty roster. The fix: cut down to one event
and write it all the way through — the weather that day, one gesture, one exact

quote, your reaction. One event with details outweighs three events without them.

Mistake four: a forced ambition at the end. ’When I grow up I want to be a
teacher too,’ with no setup anywhere before it. Readers will read it as boilerplate.
The fix: end with one thought connected to this essay. For example: ' Tomorrow in
class, I want to sit up straighter so Teacher Wang stops worrying about the back

row.” A small thought reads as a true one.

Mistake five: one of the three required materials is missing. This assignment
needs three things: the teacher’s image from the text, one event about your own
teacher, and your own reflection. How to spot it: after writing, look for each in
order and patch what is absent. The common gap is reflection — the essay ends when
the story ends, with no line about what the event made you think. One line is enough:
T used to think teachers meddle too much. Now I see that meddling and pretending to

be angry are the same kind of care.’

Mistake six: not one sentence in the essay is yours. The whole text is ’this
article teaches us’ and ’we should learn the teacher’s spirit’ — sentences that can
be pasted into any reading response. How to spot it: hand the essay to a deskmate and
ask, ' Is this about a teacher in your class?’ If they cannot answer, the language is
too generic. The fix: add things only you know — the teacher’s catchphrase, chalk

dust on her sleeve, the circle she drew in the margin of your homework.

Run the six checks in order and you will usually fix three or four. Then read
once more and listen for one question: could someone else have written this essay? If

they could not, only then is it truly your reading response.
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