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How to Write a Reading Response to My Teacher: The Four-
Step Method for Primary School Students

You finish reading a text about a teacher, and the assignment is a reading
response. Many students start with 'Today I read My Teacher and I was deeply moved’
and then go nowhere. The four-step method fixes this: quote, comment, connect,

conclude. Follow the order, and six hundred words come easily without empty filler.

Step one, quote: bring in the teacher from the text briefly. Do not retell the
whole story. Pick one or two sentences or one scene that shows the teacher’s
character. If the text describes a gentle teacher, you can quote ’She loved us
without any pretense,’ or choose the scene where she pretends to be angry. Add one

sentence of your own reaction, such as ' It was exactly this detail that made me like
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the teacher in the text at once.’ Keep this part between eighty and one hundred and

fifty characters.

Step two, comment: explain why this trait is touching. Stay close to the specific
scene in the text. The teacher pretends to be angry, the students see she is not
truly angry, and they grow closer to her. You can comment like this: what people
remember is not the strictness but the care hidden inside it, and students can always
tell what is real. Write one or two paragraphs, around one hundred and fifty

characters, and avoid slogans.

Step three, connect: move from the teacher in the text to your own teacher, and
write one event. This is the heaviest paragraph. Choose the event you remember most
clearly. Write the scene, what the teacher said, what the teacher did, and how you
reacted. For example, the math teacher crouched beside the desk and drew a diagram in
pencil on scratch paper to explain that word problem; or the Chinese teacher read
your composition to the whole class and stopped halfway to praise that one accurate

metaphor. Details convince far better than ’the teacher cares about us.’

Step four, conclude: place the teacher from the text beside the teacher you wrote
about, and state one new understanding. It can be a new thought about teaching as a
job, or something you want to say to your teacher. Do not suddenly jump to ' I will

surely become a teacher when I grow up unless you truly mean it.

Split the words like this: one hundred for quoting, one hundred and fifty for
commenting, two hundred for connecting, one hundred and fifty for concluding, plus a
few linking sentences, and you land right around six hundred. After writing, check
with one small standard: cover the part about the text and read only the paragraph
about your own teacher. If that paragraph has a real event, has details, and reads

like it actually happened, your response is already mostly a success.
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A Paragraph—by-Paragraph Review of a Sample Reading
Response to My Teacher: What Works and How to Fix It

Suppose a sixth—grader hands in a reading response titled Reflections on Reading
My Teacher, six hundred and twenty characters long. Let us go paragraph by paragraph
and see what stands and what needs the knife. This method beats blindly writing ten

more drafts: first learn to find faults in your own writing.

Start with the opening. The original first paragraph reads: ’Today I read the
article My Teacher. It tells how Teacher Wei cared for her students, and after
reading [ was very moved and deeply educated.’ Thirty—seven characters, technically
correct and completely useless. ’Very moved and ’deeply educated’ fit any reading
response ever written; deleting them loses nothing. The fix: enter straight through a
scene from the text. For example: ’Teacher Wei pretended to be angry, the classmates
saw through it at once and laughed even harder — I laughed too at this line, because
it reminded me of our Teacher Wang.’ One sentence pulls the reader into a scene and

plants your own teacher early.

Next, the quotation part. The original second paragraph retells the text from
beginning to end in two hundred and forty characters, nearly forty percent of the

essay. A reading response is not a story summary. Keep one scene only: the pretend-—
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anger scene, eighty to one hundred characters, delete the rest. The test is simple:
are your own words in this paragraph? If the whole paragraph is ’first the text wrote

this, then it wrote that,” it is retelling, not reflection.

The third paragraph is about the student’s own teacher, and the original has only
ninety characters: My Teacher Wang is also nice. Once I was sick and she walked me
home, and I was moved.’ This is the part that should be heaviest and is the lightest.
What is missing is the process. Suppose what really happened was this: it was
drizzling after school, Teacher Wang rode her electric scooter to the mouth of your
lane, the vehicle could only stop outside, she took off her own raincoat and put it
on you, and half her own shoulder got wet. Write it in: what the rain looked like,
what color the raincoat was, exactly what she said, what you saw when you looked back
at your door. Expand this paragraph to two hundred characters and the whole essay

stands up at once.

The original ending reads: ' Teachers are truly great; I will study hard from now
on and repay my teacher.’ Heavy on slogans. The fix: land the ending on one concrete
thought. For example: 'Now I sit in the classroom, remember the half-wet shoulder of
Teacher Wang, and suddenly understand that pretending to be angry and lending a
raincoat are the same thing — every trick a teacher uses hides a real heart.’ This
ending returns to the text and closes on your own teacher, without shouting the word

great.’

After revision: retelling shrank from two hundred and forty characters to ninety,
the paragraph about your own teacher grew from ninety to two hundred and twenty, the
total length stayed within limits, but the center of gravity moved from the text to
you. That is the core move in revising a reading response: cut the summary, add your
own story. Next time you finish a draft, check these four parts yourself — far

faster than waiting for the teacher’ s red pen.
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Six Common Mistakes in Writing a Reading Response to My
Teacher: A Self—Check List

After grading enough reading responses, you notice the mistakes primary school
students make on My Teacher—style essays repeat with striking regularity. Here are
six, each with a way to spot it and a way to fix it. Checking against this list after

writing beats copying a model essay.

Mistake one: retelling the text eats most of the space. How to spot it: count the
characters spent on ~what the text says.  Over half the essay means retelling. The
fix: keep only the one scene that best shows the teacher’ s character, eighty to one
hundred characters, delete everything else. You are the main character of a reading

response; the text is only the doorway.

Mistake two: 'moved’ appears four or five times, but readers never learn the
specific reason. How to spot it: search the essay. If 'moved,’ ’deeply educated,” or

"greatly benefited’ appears three or more times and none of them can be followed by a
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concrete detail, it is shouting. The fix: after every 'moved,” add one clause
starting with ’~because.’ For example: ' I was moved when the teacher pretended to be

angry, because she clearly could not bear to truly scold us.’

Mistake three: your own teacher becomes a running account of good deeds. ’The
teacher walked me home,” ’the teacher tutored me,” ’the teacher taught while sick’ —
one sentence per event, lined up like a duty roster. The fix: cut down to one event
and write it all the way through — the weather that day, one gesture, one exact

quote, your reaction. One event with details outweighs three events without them.

Mistake four: a forced ambition at the end. 'When I grow up I want to be a
teacher too,” with no setup anywhere before it. Readers will read it as boilerplate.
The fix: end with one thought connected to this essay. For example: ' Tomorrow in
class, I want to sit up straighter so Teacher Wang stops worrying about the back

row. A small thought reads as a true one.

Mistake five: one of the three required materials is missing. This assignment
needs three things: the teacher’s image from the text, one event about your own
teacher, and your own reflection. How to spot it: after writing, look for each in
order and patch what is absent. The common gap is reflection — the essay ends when
the story ends, with no line about what the event made you think. One line is enough:
"1 used to think teachers meddle too much. Now I see that meddling and pretending to

be angry are the same kind of care.’

Mistake six: not one sentence in the essay is yours. The whole text is ’this
article teaches us’ and 'we should learn the teacher’s spirit’ — sentences that can
be pasted into any reading response. How to spot it: hand the essay to a deskmate and
ask, ' Is this about a teacher in your class?’ If they cannot answer, the language is
too generic. The fix: add things only you know — the teacher’s catchphrase, chalk

dust on her sleeve, the circle she drew in the margin of your homework.

Run the six checks in order and you will usually fix three or four. Then read
once more and listen for one question: could someone else have written this essay? If

they could not, only then is it truly your reading response.
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