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Writing a Reading Response on the Strict Teacher and
Gentle Mother Type: Find Both Sides First, Then Pair Two

Events

You read an article about a teacher, and the assignment asks for a response built
around both strict and gentle,’ using one detail from the text, one scolding from
your own teacher, and one encouragement. Four materials in total. Do not rush to
write. Collect all four first, then arrange them, and five hundred words actually

becomes easier.

Step one: find both sides in the text. For strictness, pick one action detail:
the teacher marks a wrong character in red while grading compositions and writes only

“think again’ beside it, never the answer. For gentleness, pick another: the teacher
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notices a student drifting in class, does not call his name, just walks over and
rests a hand lightly on his desk. One detail per side, not one summary paragraph per

side. Quote the detail as it is, and the reader will believe you.

Step two: pair two events with your own teacher. For the scolding, choose the one
you remember most, and write three things clearly: her exact words, the scene, and
your resentment at the time. Suppose the math teacher left your wrong calculation
problems on the podium and said, in front of classmates visiting the office, ’Three
mistakes on problems this simple — look at them yourself.’ Your face burned; you
thought she meant to embarrass you. For the encouragement, choose a small one.
Suppose once you answered a question wrong in class and your voice kept shrinking,
and the teacher said, ’The first half was right — say it again.’ One heavy event,

one light one, matching the teacher’s two sides exactly.

Step three: assemble the four sides into one reflection. Do not write ready—made
lines like ’strictness is love, gentleness is also love’ — too slippery, and nothing
sticks. Find a thought that joins the two sides. For example: after that scolding,
you notice that beside the wrong problem on the podium, the teacher had written the
first step of the solution in pencil — only the first step, leaving the rest to you.
Strictness and gentleness meet in a single gesture, and your reflection grows from
there: she was never just scolding me; she was leaving half a step for me to walk

myself.

Suggested paragraph order: one, quote the strict detail from the text; two, quote
the gentle detail; three, your teacher’s scolding; four, the encouragement; five,
close with a “half step in pencil’ kind of discovery. Eighty to one hundred and
twenty characters per paragraph, five paragraphs, and you land right around five
hundred.

Self-check standard: delete the words ’strict’ and ’gentle’ from your essay and
see whether the reader can still tell the teacher has two sides. If yes, your details

are doing the work. If not, you are drawing conclusions on their behalf.
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