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Five Common Flaws in Honesty Poems and How to Fix Them

Revising raises your score faster than writing. Here are five frequent flaws;

read the case first, then the fix.

Flaw one: slogans replacing images. Case: honesty is a virtue of our nation, we
must keep it in our hearts. These two lines hold no picture; a camera catches
nothing, and they would fit any poem, which means they fit none. Fix: trade the
virtue for one concrete act — the notebook I promised to lend, which I clutched for a
week waiting for him to return it. Self-check: ask line by line, could this be

filmed? Rewrite every line that fails.

Flaw two: mixing the two images. Case: the first poem writes the promise, then a

balance appears on line three; the second writes the balance, then returns to the
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promise at the end. Two poems collapse into one split in half, and neither stands.
Fix: while writing poem one, delete the word balance from the draft entirely, keeping
only the promise and its relatives — weight, pocket, coin; do the reverse for poem
two. When checking, count: the core word appears at least twice per poem, and derived

images stay under three.

Flaw three: losing control of line count. Case: one poem runs twenty lines, with
five middle lines repeating one idea. Fix: before writing, jot the allocation in the
margin — two opening, eight developing, two closing, twelve total — and stop when
full. Do not delete the surplus sentences; move them to the other poem, and the two

complement each other.

Flaw four: piling up adjectives. Case: the heavy and solemn promise shines like
priceless golden treasure. Three adjectives crowd one line and none of them stands.
Fix: delete every very, priceless, solemn; keep only nouns and verbs — the promise
rests on the palm, the palm sinks down. Rule: if a line holds more than two

adjectives, start cutting.

Flaw five: forced uplifting endings. Case: let us all be honest and make the
world beautiful. Eleven good lines of buildup, ruined by the last one. Fix: end on a
single action or discovery — I crumple the slip, the beam returns to level — and stop

there. Any sentence containing should, must, or let us gets deleted on sight.

Suggested checking order: slogans first, then image division, then line count,
then adjectives, then the ending. Sleep on the draft for a day and reread it — flaws
that looked fine yesterday often jump out the next morning. Run this pass once and

both poems should clear the bar for a recitation event.
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