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Review Lesson Plan: Four-Step Contrast Critique to Fix
>All Preaching’ (40 Minutes)

Topic: making integrity stories concrete. Type: composition review lesson.
Length: 40 minutes. For fifth graders who have finished a 400-word composition A
Test of Honesty . Objectives: students can locate the 'preaching’ passages in their
own drafts and fix two spots in class using three moves — add action, add a body
reaction, delete slogans. Key point: pinpointing the sick sentences. Difficulty:

honest peer review without polite padding.
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Pre-class prep: pick two same-topic drafts from the class — a weak one, 1
Learned to Be Honest’, full of preaching with “honesty is a virtue’ appearing four
times; and a strong one, ' The Broken Vase’, narrating the whole confession process.
Print both anonymously, one per student. Selection criteria: similar topic, similar
length, differing only in concreteness, so discussion never drifts into topic

preference.

Segment one: contrast reading, eight minutes. Issue the two texts side by side.
Read the weak one first and ask: which image do you remember? Silence. Read the
strong one, same question: what stuck this time? Students say ’he swept the shards
into three piles’, "his heart pounded’ . Board the contrast: one has images, one has

none — that is the difference between concrete and vague.

Segment two: locate the sick sentences, ten minutes. Students rule—line the
preaching sentences in the weak text and count them. Class tally: four " honesty is a
virtue’ sentences, two ' I must be an honest child’ lines. The teacher models fixing
the first: change 'I was very scared’ into I swept the shards into three piles, and
by the end my knuckles whitened on the broom . Read before and after; ask what

changed. Groups fix the remaining three while the teacher circulates.

Segment three: peer review, ten minutes. Students exchange their own drafts and
answer three fixed questions at the end: Which sentence in your piece feels most like
an image? Which preaching line should be deleted? Where should one action be added?

Every answer must quote the original text; 'well written’ 1is not allowed.

Segment four: in—class revision, eight minutes. Each student fixes exactly two
spots: delete one slogan, add one action or body reaction. Mark them 'Fix 1’ and ’Fix
2" at the top of the draft, and the deskmate signs to confirm. Before class ends,

project one clearly improved piece and read the before—and-after pair aloud.

Homework: copy the revised draft neatly, pencil-mark the spots that were not
fixed, and keep working on them in next week’ s composition notebook. Board plan: left
"Sick: preaching four times’, right ’Text: three piles of shards’, with an arrow
between them carrying the three moves — delete slogans, add actions, add body

reactions.

Prep reminders: the weak sample must come from your own class or it carries no
sting — never use a downloaded model essay; keep the word—-count gap between the two
texts within fifty words; print the three peer-review questions on slips and stick

them into the notebook in advance, so students are not staring at a blank page.
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