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Reflection: Where Do the Slogans in Students’

Compositions Come From? Three Sources and Matching Fixes

While reviewing the composition A Test of Honesty’ I wrote one line on the
board: the best thing to delete from this essay is the essay itself. The class froze.
The projected weak draft ran four hundred words and carried five slogans: ’honesty is
a fine tradition of the Chinese nation’, I will be an honest child’, " honesty is
gold’. The story? One line: I found a pen and gave it back to the teacher.’ Why can
students only shout slogans? I held this review lesson up as a mirror and found three

sources.

Source one: the model essays contain slogans. In the essay anthologies students
own, eight or nine out of ten integrity pieces end with ~let us all be honest and
trustworthy people’. Students are not unable to write concretely — they have taken
the anthology ending as the standard answer. A slogan is their marker of ~essay-

ness . Fix: in the review lesson, count the slogans in model essays aloud, then ask
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one question — if this line is deleted, does the story collapse? If not, remove it.
Publicly abolish the old rule that ’the ending must sublimate’.

Source two: prompts and grading push sublimation. Prompts often read ’show
honesty through one event and write your feelings’. The word ’feelings’ tells
students to preach. Grading also tends to give an extra point to essays that state
the theme and shout a slogan. Students are sharp; the slogan is the scoring shortcut
they discovered. Fix: replace prompts with 'write the thirty seconds in that event
when your body felt it most’; in grading, award action sentences and circle slogan

sentences, so the shortcut stops paying.

Source three: daily life offers nothing to write. Students lack a live scene of
integrity, not the skill. Picking up lost money has been written a hundred times,
while real dilemmas — promising a classmate secrecy then learning he got it wrong —
go unrecorded because nobody guides the recording. Slogans are the fig leaf over an
empty well. Fix: keep an ’integrity scenes’ notebook in the class; each week every
student logs one true small event about integrity, one or two sentences, details

required, judgments forbidden. Review—lesson material comes from this notebook.

Three sources, three fixes: remove slogans from reading material, change the
question in prompts, collect scenes in daily life. A review lesson only treats
symptoms; the sources live in regular reading, prompt design, and accumulation. That
is the biggest lesson: the slogan is not the students’ flaw — it is what we fed
them.
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