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Two Swimming Essays Side by Side: Same Material,
Different Result

Put two student essays on the same topic side by side and the difference becomes
obvious. Essay A runs in order: mum signed up the class, the coach taught breathing,
after a week the writer could float, now fifty meters, and the ending declares that
persistence equals victory. Essay B stages only three scenes: clinging to the pool
edge on the first day, crying after choking on day ten, swimming eight meters on the
last day. Same material, different distance from the experience. The openings differ:
background information versus white knuckles on the pool rim. The fix is not deleting
the enrolment sentence but demoting it to a half sentence and promoting the image.
The choking paragraph is the decisive one. Essay A skips it with it was awful but I
did not give up, leaving the body sensation, the honest wish to quit, and the return
the next day completely blank. Essay B fills all three beats. The endings show the
widest gap: a slogan preaches the lesson flat, while a final action, surfacing
gasping and hearing applause with a stinging nose, smuggles the lesson inside the

story. To fix a slogan ending, return to the last action of the narrative and
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describe how the body felt during it. With these three repairs the first essay needs

no rewrite, keeps roughly the same length, and reads like a different piece.
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