[RESTHK] EXGREAS: BRMASHEARNIERME

ZiR MBS S [RXAFFAE R 7SRRI . | GBS, (ERTH S K
WBERFR, B BRI WRIEREVES A ML, FHH s By SER

MW R IOk B Ry, AR S IS T TRERE— N K 48Rk ],
gial by [ EAHBEEEN, REEPIEE T —2)WK, KRR AERS] o FE
MO B DT SR A ——iat . B WA AT, ANBEREN N TSR DT,
gi AR T K

THEXG R : ARARETHE, ZREETH—0), 1 HIX A BN ET SCEM Ak KB
BIERET, GiRUE [JRRRZ RERBGT R, B BRI Omdt K] . XA
W IIARAEME K AL b, BT RURGEs WA SCsc 5 MoK, X A) ot BRI

B [HES TR, B TR FAa T AL, | =4 [T ] REN
i, e SR R SGE—— IR R A, FHEIRAN R SRR [ 3R THEMIKZ R ICH
IR TR Ui (21 N P B (B N i

=AEMGRS G R WKL RO k, GBI RN, TSRS R Sl
A =o)L, RS — K, BN L. | KB, 4R R R 5 RS2
ST REKIIANR, REIAEILGGTIT. | A )nlgiifid R 3. [ IRAKERDN 0%,
BRACH 2wkl KPR RA 4% M. | WirBolR s, AMIEHL

iR H AW . JCE RSN, M B A ATSCH B s s Al s SCE
TR . AL, AME S5 AN, U A T, SR I R A

Endings for I Learned to Swim Essays: How to Use Echo

and Elevation Correctly

Nine out of ten bad endings are slogans: ’This experience taught me that
persistence is victory.’ The idea is fine, but it has nothing to do with the pool in
the essay — it reads like it was copied from a model—essay book. Two correct patterns

each have their place, and using the wrong one is worse than using none.

The echo ending returns to an image from the opening so the essay closes like a
loop. If the opening had 'my toes touched the water and pulled back’, the ending can
read ' last month I passed the gym and watched the water through the glass for a
while; this time my toes did not flinch’. The echo must reuse a concrete object from
the opening - toes, tiles, the whistle — never an abstract word. An object the

opening never planted cannot appear in the ending.

The elevation ending: elevation is allowed, but only one sentence, and it must

grow out of the material already written. If the choking moment was written fully,
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the ending can say ’whenever I almost quit later, I first remember that half breath
of water up my nose . This sentence has roots in the choking material, so it stands;

without that scene earlier, it is a rootless slogan.

Error for contrast: ' I learned to swim, I learned to be brave, I learned to face
life.” Three 'I learned’ clauses stacking higher is the classic ailment — cut it to
one, then replace the big word with a concrete action: I learned to put my face back

into the water after choking.’ Actions outlast big words.

Rewriting demos for the three materials. If the pool edge opens the essay, return
to the edge at the end: I still sit by the pool for a while now, only this time I
touch the water first and then go in all the way.’ If choking is the center, end in
body memory: ’the sting of water in the nose — I can still dodge it today.’ The free
swim is the easiest ending: I roll onto my back underwater and watch the ceiling
lights one by one, the water sound turning into ribbons inside my ears.’ End the swim

paragraph with senses, not morals.

Two checks for endings: read the ending alone — does it contain one object that
appeared earlier; and would the essay still stand if the insight sentence were
deleted. Fail the first, add an echo; fail the second, and the insight is speaking in

place of the images — shorten or delete it.
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