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A Sample Reading Response Annotated Paragraph by
Paragraph

Below is an assumed fourth-grader’s reading response titled 'The Second
Underwater’, five paragraphs long. We will look at it paragraph by paragraph: what

works, what needs fixing, and how to fix it directly.

The quote paragraph: The article describes the author’s first dive. The coach
told her to count three seconds before opening her eyes. She panicked at two, kicked
off, and stood up. The second time she counted the full three and saw the tiles on
the pool bottom. Comment: this paragraph meets the rule of picking a single scene,

with dialogue, action, and a result. It is a proper quote. No change needed.

The reflection paragraph: I think she is brave. Comment: the problem is that it
is only one judgment, without explaining why the scene moved you. The fix is to keep
asking: what was different the second time versus the first? Add a line: this time

she did not wait for the coach; she counted the three seconds on her own, which shows
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that when you are afraid you only need to compare with yourself.

The connection paragraph: When I learned to swim I was scared too. Once our
teacher told us to put our heads underwater. I held my breath and went down, saw
nothing, and only heard gurgling sounds. After practicing a few more times I could
open my eyes and see things. Comment: the experience is concrete, with a sound
detail, making it the best paragraph in the piece. One step is missing: it does not
echo the quote paragraph. Add a half-sentence at the start: like the author in the

article, I could not finish counting to three at first, and the two paragraphs link

up.

The conclusion paragraph: So being afraid is normal; one more practice adds one
more bit of courage. Comment: the ending is clean, in the student’s own words rather
than a copied slogan. It could land a little more concretely: add half a line saying

that now, before trying a new move, she counts to three first, just like the author.

The total revision is small: keep the quote and conclusion, add one question and
answer to the reflection, add half a sentence of echo to the connection. The revised
piece grows by about sixty words and stays within the limit. A note on the title:
"The Second Underwater’ comes from the counting action in the quoted scene, and it
also matches the breath—holding practice in the experience, so this way of taking a
title from a detail can be copied directly. This example shows that a reading

response is not rewritten from scratch; each existing paragraph gets one repair.
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