BERBGINEBRE NI E: NP ETERECHEN

BEIE— R UK SCEE, R MRS ? YA DR Sl W, BEL 4. USRS B, 5
TSI . B A SC600:, 5IRAI1205, WKRZAI1505:, BERZ2407, 45 K490,
B LR oK, B Z MR AR B IR 3 &),

HoDasl. AEERAEI, HPSch—ME, AW =fiihsenaed. ghktrfee: X
AN A BRSSO 1. BB EE S N AORBL, StS B T AL AR T A
SRR, RN At L.

B AR AN U AR TR EANAT AT AR, TR ARG
B, NAE T AL BAIR SRS WAEC R K BFE LB B, el A ik A AR AEAEAS
KK, M BHER I I AR .

=R H—fdEEA A CS b, BRSNS K, RO IR A
HEDEE. RS EH DK Bl Zrita. AY. SifEAd . BsREs8 ik
B PREMIL, RS T N, AR, OEK, SRR K. 2 R
A NATRER SO TN, PRI SO AR SR, IR ZREE I, P A RO S R T .

SEVUL RS . FH— RIS BB ROR, A S RS FNm S RSP, —
Mg, PN RIRIT B 20 et~ Ik Zrigedi th X AN ik

WP E5E, PR A = AR S Seh - MET . Bkl A ards.
GBS AN, SRR B R ST T

The Four—Step Reading Response: From a Scene in the Book

to Your Own Experience

You have just finished an article about learning to swim. Where does the reading
response begin? Remember four steps: quote, reflect, connect, conclude. Each step
owns one paragraph, and you should divide the word count before writing. Suppose the
whole piece is 600 words: the quote takes about 120, the reflection about 150, the
connection about 240, and the conclusion about 90. The connection carries the most

weight, because the teacher most wants to read your own experience.

Step one is the quote. Do not retell the whole article. Pick a single scene and
explain what happened in two or three sentences. The standard for choosing is simple:
the scene must contain a concrete action or line of dialogue. If you pick the part
where the author first enters the water, write what the coach said, what the author

did, and what happened. Leave every other scene out.

Step two is the reflection. Say what you think about that scene: why did it move
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you? Ask yourself: what changed in the character during this scene? If you write
about the author going from refusing to enter the water to putting her head under,
you might reflect that what scares people is often not the water itself but an

unprepared beginning.

Step three is the connection. Bridge to yourself with one sentence, such as: the
article describes someone else’s first time, while my first time happened at the
youth center during summer vacation. Then write one episode from your own swimming
lessons, with a place, people, actions, and a process. Suppose you write about
practicing the kick for the first time: holding the pool edge, kicking twenty times,
your foot slipping once, your heart tightening, and then realizing the water was
simply shallow. Try to echo a detail from the book inside your experience. If the

author practiced the kick first, and you did too, the comparison writes itself.

Step four is the conclusion. End with one plain thought, without slogans. Suppose
you write: a scary thing can be broken into small steps and finished one step at a
time. Add one line about what you plan to do, such as using the same method for jump

rope practice.

After the four steps, look back and check that all three materials are present:
one scene from the article, your own swimming experience, and your own thought. If
one i1s missing, add a paragraph. When all three are there, the skeleton of your

reading response stands firm.
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A Sample Reading Response Annotated Paragraph by
Paragraph

Below is an assumed fourth-grader’s reading response titled 'The Second
Underwater’, five paragraphs long. We will look at it paragraph by paragraph: what

works, what needs fixing, and how to fix it directly.

The quote paragraph: The article describes the author’s first dive. The coach
told her to count three seconds before opening her eyes. She panicked at two, kicked
off, and stood up. The second time she counted the full three and saw the tiles on
the pool bottom. Comment: this paragraph meets the rule of picking a single scene,

with dialogue, action, and a result. It is a proper quote. No change needed.

The reflection paragraph: I think she is brave. Comment: the problem is that it
is only one judgment, without explaining why the scene moved you. The fix is to keep
asking: what was different the second time versus the first? Add a line: this time
she did not wait for the coach; she counted the three seconds on her own, which shows

that when you are afraid you only need to compare with yourself.

The connection paragraph: When I learned to swim I was scared too. Once our
teacher told us to put our heads underwater. I held my breath and went down, saw
nothing, and only heard gurgling sounds. After practicing a few more times I could
open my eyes and see things. Comment: the experience is concrete, with a sound
detail, making it the best paragraph in the piece. One step is missing: it does not
echo the quote paragraph. Add a half-sentence at the start: like the author in the

article, I could not finish counting to three at first, and the two paragraphs link

up.

The conclusion paragraph: So being afraid is normal; one more practice adds one
more bit of courage. Comment: the ending is clean, in the student’s own words rather
than a copied slogan. It could land a little more concretely: add half a line saying

that now, before trying a new move, she counts to three first, just like the author.

The total revision is small: keep the quote and conclusion, add one question and
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answer to the reflection, add half a sentence of echo to the connection. The revised
piece grows by about sixty words and stays within the limit. A note on the title:
"The Second Underwater’ comes from the counting action in the quoted scene, and it
also matches the breath—holding practice in the experience, so this way of taking a
title from a detail can be copied directly. This example shows that a reading

response is not rewritten from scratch; each existing paragraph gets one repair.
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Five Common Mistakes in Reading Responses and a Self-
Check List

When grading reading responses on swimming—themed articles, five mistakes show up

most often. Checking against them is faster than relearning the method.
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Mistake one: retelling the whole article. The quote paragraph takes up half the
piece, running from the author signing up to winning a medal. How to spot it: count
the scenes in the quote paragraph; more than one means retelling. The fix: keep only
the scene with the strongest action, delete the rest, and move the freed words into

the connection paragraph.

Mistake two: slogan conclusions. The ending contains grand phrases like spirit of
learning or never giving up, with no setup before them. How to spot it: read the
final sentence alone and ask whether it could fit any article. If it fits everything,
it is a slogan. The fix: replace it with a line tied only to this article and this

experience, such as the change in breath-holding from three seconds to ten.

Mistake three: your own experience is missing. The whole piece talks about the
person in the book, and no paragraph starts with I. How to spot it: read through and
count how many times I appears; a single—-digit count means the connection paragraph
is too thin. The fix: add a paragraph about your own swimming lesson, written with

place, action, and result. Even one floating practice will do.

Mistake four: the experience and the article do not connect. The quote paragraph
describes the author’s fear, while the connection paragraph says you thought swimming
was fun, and the two sides never meet. How to spot it: read the quote and connection
paragraphs and check whether they discuss the same kind of feeling or the same
action. The fix: either choose a different scene closer to your experience, or add
one comparison sentence in the connection paragraph placing yourself and the

character in the same situation.

Mistake five: the four steps are out of proportion. The reflection runs three
paragraphs while the connection has only two lines. How to spot it: count the lines
of each of the four paragraphs; the connection should have the most. The fix: cut the
reflection down to two or three lines and give the space to details in the

connection.

After writing, check this list: Does the quote hold only one scene? Does the
reflection explain why the scene moved you? Does the connection have place, action,
and result? Do the quote and connection echo each other? Could the ending fit any

article? Pass all five questions and the reading response qualifies.
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