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The Four—Step Reading Response: From a Scene in the Book

to Your Own Experience

You have just finished an article about learning to swim. Where does the reading
response begin? Remember four steps: quote, reflect, connect, conclude. Each step
owns one paragraph, and you should divide the word count before writing. Suppose the
whole piece is 600 words: the quote takes about 120, the reflection about 150, the
connection about 240, and the conclusion about 90. The connection carries the most

weight, because the teacher most wants to read your own experience.

Step one is the quote. Do not retell the whole article. Pick a single scene and
explain what happened in two or three sentences. The standard for choosing is simple:
the scene must contain a concrete action or line of dialogue. If you pick the part
where the author first enters the water, write what the coach said, what the author

did, and what happened. Leave every other scene out.

Step two is the reflection. Say what you think about that scene: why did it move

you? Ask yourself: what changed in the character during this scene? If you write
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about the author going from refusing to enter the water to putting her head under,
you might reflect that what scares people is often not the water itself but an

unprepared beginning.

Step three is the connection. Bridge to yourself with one sentence, such as: the
article describes someone else’s first time, while my first time happened at the
youth center during summer vacation. Then write one episode from your own swimming
lessons, with a place, people, actions, and a process. Suppose you write about
practicing the kick for the first time: holding the pool edge, kicking twenty times,
your foot slipping once, your heart tightening, and then realizing the water was
simply shallow. Try to echo a detail from the book inside your experience. If the

author practiced the kick first, and you did too, the comparison writes itself.

Step four is the conclusion. End with one plain thought, without slogans. Suppose
you write: a scary thing can be broken into small steps and finished one step at a
time. Add one line about what you plan to do, such as using the same method for jump

rope practice.

After the four steps, look back and check that all three materials are present:
one scene from the article, your own swimming experience, and your own thought. If
one i1s missing, add a paragraph. When all three are there, the skeleton of your

reading response stands firm.
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