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Five Common Mistakes in Reading Responses and a Self-
Check List

When grading reading responses on swimming—themed articles, five mistakes show up

most often. Checking against them is faster than relearning the method.

Mistake one: retelling the whole article. The quote paragraph takes up half the
piece, running from the author signing up to winning a medal. How to spot it: count
the scenes in the quote paragraph; more than one means retelling. The fix: keep only
the scene with the strongest action, delete the rest, and move the freed words into

the connection paragraph.

Mistake two: slogan conclusions. The ending contains grand phrases like spirit of
learning or never giving up, with no setup before them. How to spot it: read the
final sentence alone and ask whether it could fit any article. If it fits everything,
it is a slogan. The fix: replace it with a line tied only to this article and this

experience, such as the change in breath—-holding from three seconds to ten.
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Mistake three: your own experience is missing. The whole piece talks about the
person in the book, and no paragraph starts with I. How to spot it: read through and
count how many times I appears; a single—-digit count means the connection paragraph
is too thin. The fix: add a paragraph about your own swimming lesson, written with

place, action, and result. Even one floating practice will do.

Mistake four: the experience and the article do not connect. The quote paragraph
describes the author’s fear, while the connection paragraph says you thought swimming
was fun, and the two sides never meet. How to spot it: read the quote and connection
paragraphs and check whether they discuss the same kind of feeling or the same
action. The fix: either choose a different scene closer to your experience, or add
one comparison sentence in the connection paragraph placing yourself and the

character in the same situation.

Mistake five: the four steps are out of proportion. The reflection runs three
paragraphs while the connection has only two lines. How to spot it: count the lines
of each of the four paragraphs; the connection should have the most. The fix: cut the
reflection down to two or three lines and give the space to details in the

connection.

After writing, check this list: Does the quote hold only one scene? Does the
reflection explain why the scene moved you? Does the connection have place, action,
and result? Do the quote and connection echo each other? Could the ending fit any

article? Pass all five questions and the reading response qualifies.
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