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The Five Most Common Flaws in a Reading Response: Fix

Them Against This Sample

Using the 400-word sample The Afraid-of-Water Me Can Swim Too as a reference, the
five most common flaws can be laid out one by one. For each flaw, first look at how
you usually write, then at how the sample writes, and swap in the better pattern when

revising.

Flaw one: the opening copies the title. The usual version reads: today I read the

article I Learned to Swim and benefited greatly. The sample opens straight into a
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scene: the moment that stopped me was the father entering the pool — the author
crying at the edge, the father taking off his shoes and walking in. One clause names
the article, then the writing lands on a concrete scene, and the reader knows at once
which part you are writing about. The fix: delete benefited greatly and replace it

with a moment that made you stop.

Flaw two: the touching detail turns into a long retelling. Some writers spend two
hundred characters on the author’s whole journey from fear to skill, leaving two
lines for themselves. The sample keeps a single moment: the big hand at her waist,
the words don’t be afraid, I’ve got you, and opening her eyes to find she has swum
three meters — under one hundred characters. The fix: count the actions in your
detail paragraph; if there are more than three, cut down to the one that moved you

most, then add one line of direct speech from a character in the article.

Flaw three: your own experience is a single sentence. The usual line is I also
learned to swim, so I really relate. It has no picture and looks the same in
everyone s hands. The sample writes a whole month: crying at the pool edge in the
first lesson, the coach’s hand cushioning under my legs, the body feeling light in
week two as I swam five meters, looking up to find the coach waiting on the far side.
Time, place and body sensation are all present. The fix: add three things to the

experience paragraph — one specific day, one body sensation, one result.

Flaw four: the insight shouts slogans. Lines like persistence is victory or
failure is the mother of success fit any article, which means they say nothing. The
sample’ s insight is: the hand holding you up lets go while you are unaware, and by
the time you notice you have already swum some distance. That sentence suits only
this essay about learning to swim. The fix: ask whether your insight could be moved
word for word after another article. If it can, rewrite it — start from an action in

the story, such as letting go, kicking, or blowing bubbles.

Flaw five: the closing shouts empty words. I must learn from the author’s
fearless spirit is the emptiest ending there is. The sample ends with a sentence said
to oneself: being afraid of anything is not a disaster — keep kicking, and one day
you will find you can already swim. The fix: let the ending speak to yourself in the
first or second person, and bring back an action from the body of the essay so the

ending and opening lock together.

After writing, tick the five checks: does the opening hold a picture; is the
detail a single moment; does the experience carry a day, a sensation and a result;
does the insight suit only this article; does the ending speak to yourself. Pass all

five and the reading response will not be bad.
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