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Five Traps When Writing the Breakfast Shop Integrity
Story: Fix Your Draft Against This Checklist

Writing the same breakfast shop that never skimps, some students hand in what
reads like a commendation notice, while others hand in a story. The difference is
rarely style but whether they fell into one of five traps. Checking your draft

against this list helps more than writing two extra versions.

Trap one: conclusions without scenes. The page says the owner is honest again and
again, yet not one visible action appears. Fix it by translating honesty into
movements on the scale: top up when off by a notch, add more even with your back to
the line, wipe your hands and keep working. Readers see integrity; they are not

informed of 1it.

Trap two: equal weight on all three plots. One paragraph weighing, one queuing,

one talking, all the same length, and nothing sticks. Fix it by setting hierarchy:
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full weight is the root and must be detailed; the queue is the result, one casual
line from a regular is enough; the owner’ s words are the finishing touch - keep his

single earthiest line, not a long speech.

Trap three: the owner talks like a textbook. A shopkeeper in an essay declares
that honesty is a traditional virtue, which no bun seller would ever say. Fix it by
giving the reasoning a smell of kitchen oil: cheat the scale once and the neighbors
never come back; this is a small business run on the word trust. The more it sounds

like him, the heavier it lands.

Trap four: the queue reads as booming business. If the line only shows crowds, it
becomes an advertisement. Fix it by showing why the line forms at the scale: a rival
is two mao cheaper yet the line bends here; then let one queued customer name the

trust, and the crowd turns into evidence.

Trap five: a slogan ending. After the plots, a sentence like we should learn from
him leaks all the air out of the story. Fix it with a small-to-big image: I take the
change and feel my palm grow heavy; or the old scale hangs on the wall, its beam

still level. Leaving the emotion to the reader beats shouting it for them.

Revise against these five points and your breakfast shop story loses at least

half its emptiness. In the topic of integrity, details win and slogans lose.
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