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How to Write a Recitation Poem on Keeping Promises: A

Three—Step Method Using Promise, Balance, and Sunshine

A recitation poem is not an ordinary essay: it stands on stage and is read aloud
to the whole class, so its sentences must stand straight, its rhythm must land true,
and listeners must understand at first hearing. For the topic of a promise worth a
thousand gold, the outline gives three core images — promise, balance, and sunshine.
Arrange them in three steps and a children’ s poem of twelve to sixteen lines rises on

its own.

Step one: open with the promise, landing the poem on a small event. Do not begin
by proclaiming that honesty is great; start from a child’ s own business: promising a
classmate to return the book tomorrow, promising Mom to stop oversleeping, promising
a best friend to keep the secret. The smaller the promise, the truer it feels, and
the more the audience nods. Keep the lines neat, for instance three lines in a row

all starting with I promise, and the momentum appears.
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Step two: use the balance as the body of the poem, weighing out the invisible
honesty. The balance is a fine image: it tells children that words have weight. Write
that inside the heart stands a scale, one end holding a sentence, the other holding
whether it was kept; when kept, the beam sits level and the heart sits steady. Give
this section four to six lines — it is where the poem reasons, but let the balance

act out the reasoning instead of shouting it.

Step three: close with sunshine, turning the feeling of trustworthiness into
visible light. What does it feel like to keep a promise? Children cannot say, but
sunshine can: like the first ray of morning falling on a school desk, bright and
warm, with nothing to hide. Let the last two to four lines spread sunshine over the
whole poem, for example: those who keep their words walk into sunlight wherever they

go. When the class recites this section, voices can open up and the whole room lifts.

Also leave bridge lines between the steps so the images get acquainted. To hand
the promise over to the balance, use the soft sound heard at night; to hand the
balance over to sunshine, use when the beam is level, the sky overhead turns bright.
A bridge line need not be long — one line is enough, and the poem’ s breath runs

through.

Beyond the three steps, check two things: line count, twelve to sixteen lines,
just right for two or three students to split on stage; and rhyme, no need to rhyme
every line, rhyming the even lines is enough to roll off the tongue. Arrange promise,

balance, and sunshine in three steps, and your poem has both a skeleton and light.
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