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Five Common Flaws in Recitation Poems and a Pre—
Rehearsal Checklist

Flaw one: image pile—up. Besides splashes, the pool and sunlight, the poem also
stuffs in the sea, dolphins and seashells, drowning the three required images. How to
spot it: count how many times each image appears; more than two extra images means
pile—up. The fix: replace the spare images with another action of the three main

ones, like swapping the dolphin for a splash up the nose.

Flaw two: runaway line count. The outline asks for twelve to sixteen lines, yet
some children write twenty, the middle full of repeated fear. How to spot it:
compress each line into a one—sentence summary; if two summaries say the same thing,
it is over. The fix: delete the duplicate line and move its detail into a neighboring
line, like folding dare not open my eyes into the line about putting fingers in the

water.

Flaw three: slogan endings. The last two lines turn into I learned to swim, I am

www. vv99. net



great, or persistence brings victory, canceling every picture built before. How to
spot it: read the last two lines; if they would fit any other topic, they are
slogans. The fix: end with an action, like I left the splashes inside or my goggles

still hold summer, and let the picture speak for the child.

Flaw four: forced rhyme. To make a rhyme the child writes the water surface is
really shiny-shiny or I swim slow like a little boat, and the sentence twists. How to
spot it: read the suspect line three times alone; if the second pass feels odd, it is
forced. The fix: keep the sentence first, then hunt for the rhyme; if it will not

rhyme, trade synonyms and let the rhyme follow.

Flaw five: lines too long. A line over twelve Chinese characters forces the
reciting child to breathe mid-line and the rhythm snaps. How to spot it: read aloud;
any line that needs a sneaked breath is over. The fix: split at a comma or a natural

break into two lines, and if the line count runs short, merge other duplicate lines.

The one—minute pre-rehearsal check: do all three required images appear two to
three times; is the total between twelve and sixteen lines; are the last two lines an
action rather than a slogan; is there any line that trips the tongue on one pass; are
one or two unison spots planned for the class. If all five pass, take the poem into

rehearsal; if any fails, fix only that one and run the checklist again.
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