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Three Steps to Writing a Swimming Recitation Poem: Image

Roles and Line Budgets

To write a twelve—to—sixteen—line children poem for a class recitation, set the
event line first, then assign the images, then arrange the lines. The event line is
the thread running through the poem: fear on the first day in the water, learning to
kick, and finally swimming as summer ends. Give each event four to five lines and the

skeleton stands; the rest is just filling in sentences.

Step one: give each image a job. The topic asks for splashes, the pool and
sunlight. Splashes carry sound and motion, placed in the learning section: splashes
patting the pool wall, splashes getting into the ear. The pool carries place and
light: the pool holding a slice of sky, bright patches wobbling on the bottom.
Sunlight carries feeling, appearing once at the start and once at the end to echo
each other. Two or three appearances per image is enough; four or more will bore the

audience.
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Step two: budget the lines and characters. Split sixteen lines into three
stanzas: four for entering the water, six for learning, four for the ending. Keep
each line to five to nine Chinese characters and the rhythm turns neat by itself; if
a line passes ten characters, one breath cannot finish it, so split it into two.

Counting while writing saves far more work than fixing afterward.

Step three: handle the rhyme. A children poem needs no strict rhyme; near-rhyme
is fine. Make the last characters of lines one, two and four share similar finals,
like see, sky and by in English. If forcing a rhyme twists the sentence, drop the
rhyme and keep the sentence; plain and smooth comes before rhyming. Rhymes can also

sit inside a stanza instead of at every line end.

Pick the title from an image, such as Summer in the Splashes or The Pool and the
Sunlight. Do not copy the task title into the poem title; the images already tell the

swimming story, so a plain title wastes the chance.

When it is done, read it aloud once and mark every stumble with a pencil. Rough
spots usually mean a line is too long or the order is awkward; fix only the marked
lines instead of rewriting the whole poem. Read it again. If both passes sound
smooth, the poem is ready for the class to rehearse. During rehearsal ask a classmate
to listen once more; the stumbles others point out are often spots you smoothed over

but are hard on everyone else.
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