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Common Faults in the In—Class Drill: Five Frequent

Problems in Swimming Essays and Their Fixes

During the walk—-around and the feedback, catch faults with the five chart cards
below. Each card says how to spot the fault and how to fix it on the spot.

Fault one: a running account. The signal is then as the only linker in the whole
piece, writing from waking up to coming home. How to spot: count the linkers, three
or more different order words to pass. The fix: have the student number every event
on the draft, keep only numbers two, three, four, cross out the rest, then add at
first, unexpectedly, finally. A swimming essay needs only kicking drills, choking,

and swimming alone; deleting is harder than adding, so practice deleting first.
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Fault two: feelings by shouting. The signal is extremely scared and very nervous
appearing one after another. How to spot: wave—line every such sentence and count
them. The fix: rewrite one sentence under each wave line, with the rule that the new
sentence cannot contain that adjective, only the body: palms, knees, breath, eyelids.
Change I grabbed the pool edge nervously to fingers hooked on the tiles, hooked until
they went white.

Fault three: slogan openings and endings. The signal is openings like on the road
of my growth and endings like this event taught me that persistence is victory. The
fix: start with an action, push a real sentence like on the first day of summer
vacation I stood at the pool edge to the first line; delete the moral sentence at the
end and replace it with one sentence returning to an earlier detail. In feedback,
project the slogan sentences and let the whole class rewrite them, faster than fixing

one piece alone.

Fault four: invented details that fail follow—up. The signal is writing I swam a
thousand meters but not knowing which stroke. How to spot: ask two students to retell
their own details aloud, follow up with what it felt like when water ran into your
nose. The fix: for students with no real detail to use, switch to the interview
strategy, the desk partner tells the choking experience aloud, the listener writes it

down, clearly allowed as a heard experience, marked as a classmate retelling.

Fault five: the paragraph stays unfinished. The signal is three lines when the
bell rings. How to spot: during the walk—around check line counts, under five lines
gets a mark. The fix: give these students a reduced task, write only the single
moment of choking, compress the feeling ladder into one action plus one body reaction

sentence, protect completion first, expand in homework.

Feedback order for the five cards: fix fault three with the whole class first, it
shows results fastest; then correct faults one and two individually; handle faults
four and five during the walk—around, never carry them into feedback. Forty minutes

per period, feedback takes only five, catch the big and release the small.
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