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Six Concrete Changes to the Review Class and How to
Check Each One

After this review class I set six changes for future composition lessons. Each
one states how to do it and how to check it, so the improvement does not stay a

slogan.

Change one: an experience segment before writing is mandatory. For the swimming
topic, one minute of breath holding plus one standing—at—-the—pool—-edge imagination,
and students note three things on the spot: body sensation, inner thought, and the
action they wanted to take. Check: search the drafts for sentences matching those

three things; if missing, the experience segment failed.

Change two: students revise only one place in the review class. Full revision

used to mean nothing got revised deeply. Now it is two minutes to fix the emptiest
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feeling sentence. Check: compare before and after versions and see whether a body

reaction or concrete thought appeared at that spot.

Change three: three empty feeling words are banned in feeling paragraphs: scared,
nervous, happy. With the words gone, students must change how they write. Check:
search the whole text for the three words; any hit means rewrite. The first round

sent back about forty percent, the second round dropped to ten percent.

Change four: every student keeps a three column feeling sentence notebook, five
self produced sentences per column for before trying, the critical moment, and after
success. Check: spot check five sentences every Friday and see whether they come from

the student own experience; sentences copied from model essays get crossed out.

Change five: the blackboard keeps a before and after comparison. Original
sentence on the left, revised sentence on the right, what changed written in the
middle. Check: at the start of the next class ask students to retell how yesterday

sentence was improved; if they cannot retell it, the board did not sink in.

Change six: the teacher talks less and students peer review. My own talk used to
eat most of the class. Now teacher talk is capped at ten minutes and the rest is pair
work using the four step questions. Check: while walking around, note whether each

pair really follows the four steps instead of telling each other it looks good.

The fastest working changes are one and three: the experience segment solves
having nothing to write, and the banned words solve having material but only shouting
feelings. Used together, the feeling paragraphs students handed in contained, for the
first time, a sentence that made the reader worry. Ten rounds of method lectures

never achieved that.
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