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How to Fit Three Scenes into a 300—Word Essay

The teacher asks for three hundred to four hundred words on the topic I cooked a
meal for mom, and the outline names three scenes: cracking the egg, stirring with the
spatula, and mom pushing the door open. Do not start writing right away. Divide the
word count first. Give the egg about ninety words, the stir—fry about one hundred and
twenty, the doorway about eighty, spend forty or fifty words explaining why you are
cooking, and keep the rest for one closing thought. Once the budget is set, each
paragraph has a clear length, and you will not write too much early and run out of

room later.

For the egg scene, focus on the clumsy hands. The first knock on the bowl rim is
too light, and shell flakes fall into the bowl; you fish at them with chopsticks for
a long time. The second knock is too hard, and egg runs down through your fingers.
Writing these small troubles beats writing that the egg opened nicely with one tap.

Add the sounds too: the shell against the bowl rim makes a sharp click, and the egg

www. vv99. net



dropping into the bowl makes a soft splash.

The stir—fry deserves the most words of the three. Start with the oil: it goes
into the pan, a thin wisp of smoke rises, you pour in the egg, and it hisses loudly,
with hot oil jumping onto the back of your hand. Then write the rice: the cold rice
clumps together in the pan; you press it with the spatula and lift, and it takes
three presses to loosen. Finish with the salt: the spoon scoops half a spoon too
much, you panic, then scrape a little back with the tip of the spoon. Write the
actions in order, pair each action with a sound, and the scene stands up like a

picture.

Keep the doorway scene short and put the effort into the smile. Write the sound
first: the key turns in the lock, the door opens, and mom stands there. Then write
what she sees: first the plate on the table, then the grease spots on the apron, and
only last of all you. Show the smile changing: the corners of her mouth lift first,
her eyes follow, and her voice comes out softer than usual. Do not write that mom
smiled with emotion; write that she squatted down, patted my head, and said dinner

smells wonderful today.

Close with one honest sentence, such as the rice was a bit salty but mom ate two
plates. Then check: does every scene have a sound, and does every scene have a
thought I had at the time? While cracking the egg you think, please no shell in the
bowl. While stirring you think, please do not burn it. At the doorway you think, will
mom notice the oil on the apron. Thoughts moving along with actions make the essay

read like something you really did.
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