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How to Write Summer by the Creek: Make the Scene

Concrete with Five—-Sense Observation

When writing about summer by the creek, many students can only say it is very
beautiful. The scene the teacher wants to see never appears, and the problem lies in
observation: you only glanced, instead of using eyes, ears, hands, and nose together.
Five—sense observation means asking yourself five questions one by one and writing

down each answer; material then comes naturally.

Look first. Creek water is not simply clear; in sunlight the surface flickers
like a handful of scattered silver coins. Pebbles on the bottom come in different
sizes and colors, some gray—green, some with patterns. When you look, state shape,
color, and position clearly: pebbles carpet the creek bed, the big ones like eggs,

the small ones like marbles.

Then listen. Creek water makes more than one sound: shallow water brushing over
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stones whispers; water hitting a big rock splashes loudly and throws up sprays; far
away there may be birdsong and cicadas. Do not just write that the water roars. Tell

the different sounds apart and the sound gains layers.

Next touch. Put your hand into the water and coolness wraps your wrists at once;
pick up a pebble and its surface, washed by years of current, is smooth with no edge.
Step onto the bottom and the stones press your soles, a little ticklish. Hand-feel
and foot-feel are different; write them separately and readers feel they stepped into

the water too.

Finally smell. The creek side carries the scent of wet stone, a faint grassy
fishiness from sun—baked water plants, maybe wildflowers in the grass. Smells are the

easiest thing to miss, so one sentence about scent makes your essay stand out.

With the material ready, reuse ready—made sentence patterns for the opening and
ending. Opening: In the hottest days of summer, the creek in front of my house
becomes a playground. Ending: When the sun went down, I walked home through the
sunset, and the sound of the creek was still roaring in my ears. The opening fixes
place and time; the ending closes on sound, and the whole essay stops being empty.
Before writing, keep a small notebook and jot one or two words for each of the five
questions; when you draft, expand those answers into sentences, and an outline that

is not empty takes five minutes.

—R/PMRURBREICEBR RV BKE. BA. KEXHE
Hh

N RV R VYRR R S SRR, e 2y, = AN EM AN T, S a R
o SCEE B BB, MR NE IR, KAk BBk, e, 5
FEERWERD IS . VP IX A S K ] T AR IR AN, 75 ST T VA AR K 2
TIOKE, IR K, ERARS IR 5, AT A e el e oK

BRGNP ROK, B IR AT, B . SRR EL, oK
Wby 8 g, Bam EL . RITEH Lok, REFAEAME, SORBDKEL., vk XBUE
GE, HEEME, WAREIEE, BRI 2 ASOXA AT R fEHER, BN
FNEEE A GNP v b B R ] AR Ah— AN, i S 58 %

FEBUGAKAE: A MEREEAK R, KTEWGE K, VRAERMIISIT L, w222, BB K
e, SET MR T . /P XBOSHAIMER SR, BURHsE T MRt T, UE T K9E
R R IR o IXGAEAR S B A RIZR0, R R TORE R

E=BOEERE, SCHRIAAE TREBIN A3, S i F 4. F5H S

www. vv99. net




fide i — B HLIERE T A AR0E, KA Ak AESHE R, WS FRERBOA D T,
FER A AT @RISR VG SO B S RS I, TR R e R B SR,
R RAERHEAT EEHWAZH, XA BIRSE, 5 S SURAE 5

A Sample Creek—in—Summer Essay Reviewed Paragraph by

Paragraph: Water Sound, Pebbles, and Splashes at Work

Below is a review of a sample essay by a fourth grader about the creek in summer.
The essay runs over four hundred words, uses all three required materials, and is
worth studying side by side. Paragraph one: When summer arrives, the creek at the
village entrance comes alive; water leaps over stones, roaring all the way along as
if quarreling with someone. Review: the verbs leap and quarrel give the water sound a
personality. Treating the sound as a person works well; quarrel carries a bit of

anger, so for a cheerier tone swap it for singing or chatting.

Paragraph two handles pebbles: I squatted and saw the pebbles on the bottom,
round ones, flat ones, half-buried in sand; the largest bore a white stripe like a
painted line. I fished it up, its surface too slippery to hold, and put it back.
Review: this paragraph looks first, then scoops and touches, linking two senses in
the order of an actual game. The white stripe is the most valuable detail, the kind
only careful looking can produce. One improvement: add a color after round and flat

to complete the picture.

Paragraph three handles splashes: my little brother stomped into the water,
splashes flew up and landed on my arm, cool and fine. Sunlight 1it the splashes for a
moment, then they were gone. Review: action first, sensation next, and the line then
they were gone captures how splashes vanish in an instant. Steal this closing move:
when writing something that disappears fast, end with the sentence that tells it

disappearing.

Read the three paragraphs together: the essay succeeds because each paragraph
grabs only one material and writes it through before moving on. The biggest risk in
your own writing is cramming everything into one paragraph, water sound, stones, and
splashes jostling so none comes out clear. Learning this division of labor matters
more than memorizing its sentences. Put this sample beside your own draft and circle
the first sentence of each paragraph with a pencil, checking whether each one names
the material it will develop; once the habit forms, scene essays stop drifting off

topic.
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Four Flaws in Creek Essays Plus a Set of Reusable

Sentence Patterns

The flaws in creek essays are concentrated, and the fixes follow a routine. The
four flaws below are ranked by frequency, each with a self-check method and a fix,

followed by a set of sentence patterns you can reuse directly.

Flaw one: the whole essay only says it is beautiful. Self-check by counting how
many times beautiful, pretty, or nice appears; more than twice means you are caught.
Fix it by replacing the label with evidence: do not say the creek is beautiful, say
the sunlit surface flickers like scattered silver coins. Readers will reach the

conclusion on their own, which hits harder than shouting it.

Flaw two: materials piled into one paragraph. Water sound, pebbles, and splashes

crowd into the same paragraph, one sentence each. Self-check by checking paragraph
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length: over six lines with three topic switches means a pile—up. Fix it by giving
each paragraph one material and writing three or four sentences before switching;

clear division of labor gives the essay layers.

Flaw three: flat sound. The essay has only one roar. Fix it by recalling or
rewatching the scene and splitting the water sound into two or three kinds: shallow
water whispering over stones, water slapping a big rock, plus distant birdsong and

cicadas. Arrange them from near to far and the sound gains depth.

Flaw four: slogan endings. Lines like what a beautiful summer or I love the creek
are empty. Fix it by closing on an action or a sound, for example I walked home
through the sunset, the creek still roaring in my ears. Landing on a concrete scene

lets readers feel the emotion without being told.

Reusable patterns follow. Opening, pick one: In the hottest days of summer, the
creek in front of my house becomes a playground; Once summer vacation starts, the
creek at the village entrance becomes our kingdom; The summer in my memory always
carries the coolness of the creek side. Ending, pick one: When the sun went down, the
creek was still roaring in my ears; On the way home, the water on my arm had dried,
but the cool feeling stayed; I promised the creek I would come back next summer.
After reusing, swap in your own place and names so the sentences fit. Finally, read
the whole draft once more: whenever an abstract word like beautiful or happy appears,
ask where its evidence is, and if there is none, replace it with a scene. Essay

scores rise sentence by sentence exactly this way.
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