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How to Write Summer by the Creek: Make the Scene

Concrete with Five—-Sense Observation

When writing about summer by the creek, many students can only say it is very
beautiful. The scene the teacher wants to see never appears, and the problem lies in
observation: you only glanced, instead of using eyes, ears, hands, and nose together.
Five—sense observation means asking yourself five questions one by one and writing

down each answer; material then comes naturally.

Look first. Creek water is not simply clear; in sunlight the surface flickers
like a handful of scattered silver coins. Pebbles on the bottom come in different
sizes and colors, some gray—green, some with patterns. When you look, state shape,
color, and position clearly: pebbles carpet the creek bed, the big ones like eggs,

the small ones like marbles.

Then listen. Creek water makes more than one sound: shallow water brushing over

stones whispers; water hitting a big rock splashes loudly and throws up sprays; far
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away there may be birdsong and cicadas. Do not just write that the water roars. Tell

the different sounds apart and the sound gains layers.

Next touch. Put your hand into the water and coolness wraps your wrists at once;
pick up a pebble and its surface, washed by years of current, is smooth with no edge.
Step onto the bottom and the stones press your soles, a little ticklish. Hand-feel
and foot-feel are different; write them separately and readers feel they stepped into

the water too.

Finally smell. The creek side carries the scent of wet stone, a faint grassy
fishiness from sun—baked water plants, maybe wildflowers in the grass. Smells are the

easiest thing to miss, so one sentence about scent makes your essay stand out.

With the material ready, reuse ready—made sentence patterns for the opening and
ending. Opening: In the hottest days of summer, the creek in front of my house
becomes a playground. Ending: When the sun went down, I walked home through the
sunset, and the sound of the creek was still roaring in my ears. The opening fixes
place and time; the ending closes on sound, and the whole essay stops being empty.
Before writing, keep a small notebook and jot one or two words for each of the five
questions; when you draft, expand those answers into sentences, and an outline that

is not empty takes five minutes.
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