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A 300-Word Sample Reviewed Paragraph by Paragraph: How

the Three Creek Scenes Land on Paper

Below reviews a third grader sample essay of just over three hundred words, one
scene per paragraph, ideal for side-by—-side study. Paragraph one, the morning
departure: while the sky was still dim, grandpa bamboo basket already leaned by the
door. He took my hand and we carried the bucket toward the creek behind the hill; dew
soaked my shoes on the way and I did not care. Review: this paragraph has no wasted
words. The basket by the door shows grandpa prepared early; ignoring the wet shoes
shows my eagerness to play. One addition could help: make the reason for the early
start concrete, say grandpa mentioning the fish hide if we come later, planting a

seed for the fish scene later.

Paragraph two, splashing: the creek hit my feet and I shivered, yet I kept
walking through the water, and splashes flew all over grandpa face. He wiped his face
and started splashing too; we laughed so hard we could barely stand. Review: the
brightest moment is grandpa joining in, an adult playing like a child, which carries
the joy of the pair better than a hundred sentences about being happy. The face-
wiping gesture is precise too: splashed yet unbothered, he joins in, and his

temperament stands up. Keep my splashing before grandpa joins; the order cannot flip.
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Paragraph three, scooping fish: grandpa rolled his sleeves to the elbows, reached
into a stone crevice, and lifted out a fish as long as a finger lying in his palm,
its mouth opening and closing. I held it in my hands to look, then gently put it
back. Review: this paragraph is rich in detail, finger—length for size, opening and
closing mouth for life, putting it back for my feelings, three layers each doing one
job, with no piled-up adjectives. The lesson of the whole essay: plain writing is not
empty writing; it replaces the adjective before each noun with an action. Parents
could print this sample and let the child read it first, then circle the sentence
that feels most real, and ask whether their own draft has a sentence of the same
level; comparing the two works better than explaining the method ten times. After
circling, the child can imitate the most real sentence and write one action from

their own life.
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