FINEAECHIEANBIE: MR EEREZENE, BEEREEs

FMG FIRIIE A, B PED A . TR E 4 A RS, BT A O
R, SRR A A 1T

B BEACEIRKIK. AR A LR )E, B =00, k. Bk 2
T Dok BB E RK, EA%%%Rﬁ*@%O&%%ﬁEE%%ﬁ%,E%T%?ﬁ
MK th, — RS =), S AS RN, PRI K.

B SBEEHER . QAR ISE. Jhh. RIS, BT =i, Sukad
%%@ﬂﬁ&ﬂ%:?g%%ﬁﬁu,5%%&%&%* KA ABERKIRER, R
KNI, WA REMS IR SIPERE AR TG, A7 S AT .

B = FRARE S ECHARAD, FFUSHMMEEE. BEEGEHE ST
H RS ML, RSB IE &%%%%%ﬁﬂﬁﬁéiﬁﬁ,%m%$@\%ﬁ%&
WEEE, FREA UL RS, PRt ER, A SkTE . AT NN B H AR A A

B GRS A REARIR Tm*%ﬁﬁ% 2o AR R A R
I L, AR N A RE, SSAS TS S5, BRATMEARALULIE, Al ARAESS. i
R, PRARASHBEHE

PUASBIm B, RPN E AT e, R PYE NS el i, BRI AE
A YR ok, RIS =4k, SRRSO AR T SO I ke YA B, SE
WK, HHOEEE, WS T, ZTAR TSR R L.

Four Flaws in the Grandpa—and—Creek Essay: Fix Them One
by One with a Self-Check List

Essays about a creek trip with grandpa fail in about four places. Each flaw below
comes with a self-check question and a fix; children can revise against the list, and

parents can check with it too.

Flaw one: scenes recorded as a running account. Self-check by counting how many
times then appears; more than three means you are caught. Departure, walking,
arriving, playing, going home, each scene one sentence. Fix it by cutting travel
transitions and giving the saved words to splashing and fish scooping, three or four
sentences for one scene, five or six for another, and the balance of detail appears

at once.

Flaw two: piled-up adjectives. Self-check by circling every beautiful, happy, or
joyful; more than three circles means you are caught. Fix it by swapping adjectives
for actions: instead of grandpa was very happy, write grandpa started splashing too,

laughing so hard he could barely stand; instead of the water was refreshing, write
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the creek hit my feet and I shivered. Actions do the work of adjectives and the

sentences gain pictures.

Flaw three: grandpa reduced to scenery. The essay has only me playing while
grandpa carries buckets and drives me home. Self-check by counting whether grandpa
has any action or line of his own; zero means you are caught. Fix it by giving
grandpa one signature move, like scooping fish or turning stones to find crabs, plus
one short line of speech, like mind the slippery stones. With both characters alive,

the and in the title earns its place.

Flaw four: slogan endings. Lines like what a happy day or I will come again are
empty. Fix it by closing on a small picture: on the way home the little fish bumped
the bucket wall, grandpa bamboo basket swayed with each step, neither of us spoke,

yet both were smiling. A picture ending lets joy stay unspoken.

The first two flaws govern sentence quality; the last two govern character and
structure. After revising, reread once and pencil-mark the details you still remember
from each scene; if you can mark three, the essay is ready to hand in. Do not fix all
four flaws at once: first cut the running account, then swap adjectives for actions,

in two passes, so the child does not lose patience halfway.
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