REEXRE S G LA T 5%

HoATW: R ERKRZ . Wi AV TR, SO TR, BAEH T B ARk
B AR ROAGE, BB ROAR IR SRR, BATR TR JLEAZEE . X
BRI, SIEENE], RO ME T . Suk: BHAKIRE ), $ERRG B
Fo ORBIERBEKHE, RN AN T R . BAEGEEC B, MKBOEE - s T

BT IERE. WA BE WM, TR RIS, T, A
FHL R KRN S 5¢ 1o Sk BRI =D T I AN E——F WL HESE
I FUUHEKS RRME RE—H. FADSME R, RokEOE MR EK BRI, A2 WaF
PR R S INCHL HH R T

AT OB S AN o RV R BOCE K OGS SR U, DA
AARBEFif e WA T HERE i, AT AW k. OB S 4], HEDEIm.
TUTHE K LN 50 Iy P R B R LR %8, A& ik ST SO IR 7
TRIgK, =B = AN, RRARE D,

FVUANBI: AT R R azye: T, mInE 7R, B T W
APATHIPERBAT 73 e, BB AR AR BT Bk B2 /R IME—5
KIME A, SO, N NS B USRSk A k. ITEIIR—
ZIG T OB 1. REIT T AT R4 w5

FHATR: GiRMATTHE. AR KRGt B T, UL TS A, K
AT AESCHLGEARul H— AN UREF NN . ik GRAE s ElR, Heanitasniz
RHECHE, WHEFRFORPIRAEPYE. HEAEEHE A ks, AENF: SBF T KBUE &
THG HEINEBA B WAE, RO, SRR A SINE, BJRE S RA BT
PHEE, focHi, IXRSE A SORALAE 1o

Five Ways Fish—catching Essays Go Wrong and How to Fix
Them

Mistake one: too much drama on the bank. Bad example: first we took off shoes,
then socks, I folded my socks on a stone, worried the wind would take them, Ah Liang
stuffed his into a pocket, and we debated whether to remove trousers. All dressing,
no fish, and a hundred fifty words gone. Fix: compress dressing to one line -
trousers rolled to the knees, bare feet in — and save the time for the stream. Self-

check: if the entering paragraph passes a hundred and fifty words, cut.

Mistake two: the miss is too light. Bad example: 1 saw a fish, reached for it,
missed, it got away. Twenty words finish the most tense moment of the essay. Fix:
split missed into five small motions — spot the shadow, crouch close, sink the hand,

fingertips touch, tail flicks. One sentence each. Tension comes from slow motion, not
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from exclamations about how fast and thrilling it was.

Mistake three: feelings turn into slogans. Bad example: inside I was nervous and
excited and scared and hopeful, and my heart could not calm down. Four ands stacked,
and the reader feels nothing. Fix: one feeling line, hung on an action. When the hand
sinks, write the thumping chest; after the miss, write punching the water. Self-
check: underline every sentence about mood; if there are more than three, cut to

three, and each must sit next to an action.

Mistake four: catching on the first try. Bad example: I reached out and grabbed a
big fish, and I was so happy. A reward with no struggle has no weight; the fish looks
handed over for free. Fix: insert a change of method before the catch — after the
miss, two kids surround it, one drives and one cups; or crouch by a stone and wait.
When caught, write the feel: twisting in the palm, slippery, tail slapping the wrist.

A catch with a price reads true.

Mistake five: a forced lesson at the end. Bad example: this trip taught me that
everything requires perseverance and never giving up. A little adult suddenly stands
up inside the essay. Fix: end on one action — pour the fish back and watch it swim
off, or run home holding it up for grandma. Let the reader keep the feeling. The
checklist order: check the entering paragraph length, then five motions in the miss,
then count mood lines, then a changed method before the catch, then whether the

ending preaches. Pass all five gates and the essay stands.
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