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How to Write the Room—Cleaning Essay in Three Moves

To write the essay about tidying my room until mom smiled, around four hundred
words, the outline asks for a messy desk, sorting books, and moms face while
inspecting. Cut the word count into three blocks: ninety for the messy desk, one
hundred eighty for the cleaning process, one hundred thirty for moms inspection. One
opening sentence sets the time, such as: mom went to work on Saturday morning, and I

decided to do something big at home.

The messy desk must be messy in a countable way. Do not write that my desk was
very untidy. Write what was on it: an eraser rolled outside its pencil case, a half-
bitten pencil lying on a half-finished homework book, a story novel crushing a math
test paper with yesterday juice stain on it. Three to five objects, each with a

little condition attached, and the reader sees that desk at once.
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Sorting books is where the process should slow down, so it gets the most words.
Break the actions in order: first carry every book out and pile them on the bed,
which turns into a small mountain; then sort one by one, textbooks in one stack,
storybooks in another, the bent—corner picture books alone at the bottom; finally
onto the shelf, tall books up high, daily reads down low where a hand can reach. Tuck
the thinking between actions: at the end I find a half-drawn dinosaur, throw it or
keep it, I hold the paper for three seconds and decide to tape it inside the desk

drawer. One thought tucked in, and the cleaning stops reading like a list.

In the inspection block, write moms face in layers. She walks in first, eyes
sweeping the room, layer one: frozen. Then she goes to the shelf, pulls out a
storybook, checks its back cover, puts it back, layer two: disbelief. Finally she
turns around, the corners of her mouth lift first, her eyes follow, she squats and
asks if I did all this myself, layer three: the smile. With three layers done, the

words mom smiled never need to appear; the reader has already seen it.

For the ending, do not shout a slogan. Close with a small action: mom tosses the
sock I had shoved into the sofa crack back into the wardrobe, and ruffles my hair
while she is at it. Or one line: mom says she could not have cleaned this well
herself. The trick is hiding the word sensible inside actions and dialogue; the essay

never says sensible, and the reader finds it alone.

Check three things after writing: is the desk messy enough to count, did the
sorting break into carry out, sort, shelve, and does moms smile pass through frozen,

disbelief, smile. All three there, and the essay stands.
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