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Where the Details Come From in a Mothers Day Card Essay

To write the essay about a Mothers Day card, around five hundred words, the three
required scenes are cutting colored paper, writing private words, and the smile at
the corners of moms eyes. This kind of essay easily becomes a running list: I cut
paper, wrote words, gave it, mom smiled, done in four sentences. To stretch it to
five hundred words, each scene needs details dug out. Here is where details come

from, one scene at a time.

The details of cutting paper hide in the failures. Do not write that I cut a
beautiful heart. Write that the scissors stuck on the first squeeze, the paper
bulging in the middle, the cut line wobbling like a drunk line. Write switching to
smaller scissors, write the ruined sheet crumpled into the pencil holder where two
balls already sat. Write the heart edge staying fuzzy, and you smoothing it with a
fingernail, bit by bit. More failed actions than successful ones, and the reader

believes you actually cut it.
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The details of private words hide in the erasures. The pen lands, the first line
reads thanks for your hard work mom, and after writing it you feel like a class
president giving a speech, so you cross it out. Rewrite one line only the two of you
understand, like the night of your fever when mom pressed the back of her hand to
your forehead all night to check the temperature, put that in. Write your wrist
aching from hovering, write the correction tape bulging over the misspelled character
like a small patch. Private words are not pretty words; they are words that only work

in your family.

The smile at moms eye corners deserves the biggest close—up. Do not write that
mom smiled, moved. Write that when she takes the card she first says why is dinner so
early today, proving she has not noticed the card. Write her head lowering over the
writing, her voice fading as she reads, pausing at the fever line. Then the eye
corners: the smile appears there first, fine lines pressing together, two more than
usual, then slowly spreading to the mouth. Write her hand rubbing one eye, asking

where the card should go, you saying anywhere, her saying under my pillow then.

Do not end by shouting I love you mom. The card under the pillow already said it.
Add one line for the next morning: mom stuck the card on the fridge, the crooked
heart facing out. Check three things: was there a moment of ruining the paper, were
there erasures in the private words, did the smile start at the eye corners. All

three present, and the essay escapes the running list.
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