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Review: How Dialogue Lets Mom Speak in a Card Essay

The sample below, about five hundred and twenty words, is titled The Crooked
Heart on the Fridge. The review focuses on dialogue: mom speaks four sentences in
this essay, and the change in tone across those four sentences is the hidden thread

of the whole piece.

Paragraph one: after school the day before Mothers Day, instead of buying a
ready—made card, I picked two sheets of card stock at the stationery store, one pink,
one with gold glitter. Comment: buying card stock is itself a detail, and not buying
a ready—made one establishes handmade in five words. Add one beat of hesitation: the
glitter sheet cost fifty cents more, and I stood at the counter holding two sheets,

counting my pocket money, and the hesitation becomes concrete.
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Paragraph two: at home I cut the heart. The scissors were blunt, and halfway
through the paper tore open. I switched to small scissors and turned the tear into
the point of the heart, crooked. Comment: turning the tear into the point is the best
action in the essay, real and quick-witted. Add one thought: I stared at the tear for
three seconds thinking it was ruined, then thinking it actually worked. Two sentences

complete the rescue.

Paragraph three: I wrote the private words. Three lines. The first read I love
you mom, too blunt, crossed out, replaced with: mom, the temperature of the back of
your hand on my forehead, I remember it. Comment: crossing out I love you works
better than ten thousand I love yous, and the outlines demand against empty shouting
is solved here by an action. The replacement line is the brightest sentence, valid
only in your family. Make sure I love you never appears again afterward; one bright

sentence is enough.

Paragraph four: mom got home, I handed the card. She said: why is dinner so early
today. I said nothing and pointed at the card. She lowered her head and read, her
voice cracking half a beat at the forehead line, saying: silly child. Then she rubbed
her eyes and said: where should this go. I said: anywhere. She said: under my pillow.
Comment: four sentences, one thread. The first shows she had not noticed the card,
pure routine. The second, silly child, is being moved. The third, where should it go,
is panic, not knowing what to do with such a gift. The fourth, under my pillow, is
receiving it solemnly. When analyzing moms words, do not check whether she smiled;

watch her pleasantries shrinking and her true words growing.

Paragraph five: next morning the card sat on the fridge, the glitter heart
crooked facing out, a grain of rice stuck to its corner that nobody dared wipe off
Comment: the ending catches the title, and the rice grain nobody wipes is a
masterstroke. If anything, only delete: remove any sentence like I think mom must

love it, the picture is already enough.
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