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Structuring the Grade—Recovery Essay for Junior High

To write the essay about finally reassuring mom after that exam, six hundred
words, the three materials are the report card, late—night review, and moms smile
while reading the score. What separates a junior high essay from an elementary one is
argument, but too much argument turns hollow. The structure below keeps argument

minimal while still showing thought.

Open with flashback in paragraph one. Do not write that I failed and felt awful.
Write the report card directly: the day the monthly test results came out, the math
column had dropped thirty—-seven points from last time; I folded the paper twice and

slid it into the hidden pocket of my schoolbag, planning to let it go cold on its

www. vv99. net



own. Three lines finish three jobs: the score, the hiding action, the stalling

mindset. Hiding is the hook; everything mom discovers later grows from here.

Paragraph two explains the turn, and keeps it short. Two lines on how mom found
out: after the parents meeting she pulled the folded paper from the hidden pocket,
did not scold, and said one sentence, starting next week I will keep you company
until ten. The key of the turn is not a lecture from mom but a concrete thing she

does; keeping company until ten outweighs any lecture.

Paragraph three, the late—night review, is the body, written down to the minute.
Do not write that I reviewed late every night. Write ten thirty: missed daytime
problems get redone from page one of the mistake notebook, one quadratic function
problem stalls for twenty minutes, the auxiliary line erased three times, and on the
third try writing the conditions as three small lines beside the problem finally
cracks it. Write eleven: eyelids fighting, splashing cold water on the inner wrist,
continuing. Concrete hours and concrete actions make effort tangible; if effort is

intangible, the reassurance at the end cannot stand.

Paragraph four, moms smile at the score, written with restraint. Final grades
come out; mom takes the report card, reads the math column first, then lays the paper
flat on the table as if afraid to crease it. Two smiles: first a long breath out,
shoulders dropping, that is relief; then her mouth moves once and she says you
understood the last big problem on this paper, which matters more than the score. In
a junior high essay moms smile should not be surprise but reassurance, and

reassurance is more mature than surprise.

Keep the closing argument under thirty words, three ways to keep it from going
hollow. One, it must grow from the scene just shown, like picking up the dropping
shoulders with the line: what she wanted was never the score but proof I had not
given up. Two, one sentence only, delete any more. Three, no big words like effort,
gratitude, or growth inside it. After writing, check: did the report card get hidden,
did the review have clock times, did the smile pass through shoulders before mouth.

All three present, and the argument stays honest.
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