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A Full Grade—-Six Model with Marginal Notes: How to Spend
500 Words

Below is a model written to the topic requirements, about five hundred words,
with marginal notes after each paragraph marking where the words went and what each

sentence does.

Paragraph one, about seventy words: the midnight scene stays with me most from
the book. Mom had a fever, the child got up to change the towel, and before wringing
he tested the water on the inside of his wrist. Note: the scene keeps only three

elements, time, action, close—up. Testing water is the close—up, echoed twice later.

Paragraph two, about sixty words: that wrist test is worth more than a hundred
lines of mom I love you. Being thoughtful is not a promise on the lips, it is hands

moving first. Note: this is the reaction paragraph, distilling the close—up into one
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viewpoint line, the thread of the essay. Notice there is no shouting like being

thoughtful is wonderful.

Paragraph three, about one hundred fifty words: I remember washing my school
uniform last month. There was a pen mark on the sleeve, I put detergent on and
scrubbed, the back of my hand got rough, and I hung it on the innermost rope on the
balcony. The next day the sleeve faded with one mark left. Before going out mom
glanced at it, moved the uniform from the inner rope to the outer one, and said this
way it dries faster. Note: the chore paragraph is the longest, a third of the essay.
Pen mark, rough hand, inner rope, three concrete things. Mom moving the rope is her

smile, and the word smile never appears.

Paragraph four, about eighty words: the child in the book tested the water and
then stayed up the whole night. I only scrubbed one sleeve and still left a mark. His
hands moved first, mine have to as well. Note: the transition sits here, finding the

gap, echoing the wrist test, the thread appearing the second time.

Paragraph five, about seventy words: I set myself a number, wash one item every
week, this week socks. Save it up to finals week and let mom discover what is missing
from the laundry basket. Note: the plan is checkable, one item weekly plus socks this

week. The ending lets mom discover, with no line about growing up.

Word budget total: scene seventy, reaction sixty, experience one fifty,
transition eighty, ending seventy. Remember the ratio: the experience paragraph is
biggest, the reaction paragraph smallest. Check the whole essay: the thread appears
three times, the wrist test echoes twice, the word smile zero times. With these three

passing, the five hundred words were spent in the right places.
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