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How to Stitch the Three Materials: The Scene, the
Chores, the Plan

Most students can produce the three required materials; the crash is in the
stitching: one paragraph on the scene, one on the chores, one on the plan, with no
thread between them. This essay has only one thread: a thoughtful child makes mom

smile, and I want my mom to smile too. Every sentence must sit on that thread.

Material one, the deepest scene, is written as scene plus one close-up. Do not
retell the whole book:; pick one scene, say who did what, then magnify one detail.
Example: the child in the book gets up at midnight to change the towel for his
feverish mother, and what stays with me is that he tested the water temperature on
the inside of his wrist before wringing the towel. Choose small actions like this for

the close—up, not big ones like mom smiling; small actions show thoughtfulness.
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Material two, your own chore experience, is written as one time, never a string.
Pick one real chore and write the trouble inside it. Example: one weekend I mopped
the floor and found the mop could not reach under the sofa, so I shoved the sofa
aside and bumped my heel on the way. Trouble makes the experience believable. After
the experience add one line about your reaction: that day mom came home, saw the
floor, said nothing, and first went to the kitchen to leave me half a bowl of soup.

That line is moms smile, written as an action without the word smile.

Material three, the plan, is written as one checkable line. Do not write I will
help mom more; write something gradable: wash the bowls every Saturday morning,
starting this week. After the plan add a comparison with the child in the book: he
got up at midnight for a whole book long, and my plan has only just been written

down. The comparison gives the plan height without emptiness.

The transition sentences between materials matter most. From material one to two,
use a sameness line: the child testing water temperature and me shoving the sofa are
both things done when nobody is watching. From two to three, use a gap line: he kept
it up for as long as a whole book, and my plan was just written. The formula is
sameness plus gap, and the word I must appear at least once between any two

paragraphs, or the thread snaps.

Check two things at the end: whether the essay shouts lines like being thoughtful
is wonderful or mothers love is great, delete them if present; and how many times the
phrase mom smiled appears, keep at most one, placed at the ending carried by an
action, for example mom finished the soup, passed me the bowl, and said how come the

bowls are so clean today.
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