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Four Traps in Writing A Thoughtful Child Makes Mom
Happiest, with Scene Checks

Writing from the angle that a thoughtful child makes mom happy comes with four

traps, each followed by a real scene for self-—check.

Trap one: writing thoughtfulness as a big deed. The essay says you nursed mom for
a week when she was sick, yet you never pick up your own socks normally, and teachers
have seen this too often for readers to believe it. Scene check: real thoughtfulness
is small deeds done often, like mom serving breakfast daily while you put your bowl
in the sink for two straight weeks. Before writing ask: did I do this this week? If

not, swap in something you actually did.

Trap two: writing thoughtfulness as obeying orders. You move when mom calls once,
only after two calls, and the essay reads like completing tasks, not thoughtfulness.

Scene check: thoughtfulness is doing it before mom opens her mouth, like placing her
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slippers at the door before she walks in from work. In the experience paragraph check
one line: did mom speak first in this event? If she did, cut her asking and rewrite

it as you noticing and acting yourself.

Trap three: a one—off plan. You wash bowls once today and write that you have
loved labor ever since, then quit the next day, which in a reading response equals no
plan at all. Scene check: write the plan as counts and a deadline, one item weekly,
saved until finals week. Add a number to the plan paragraph; numbers make a plan
checkable and believable.

Trap four: turning moms smile into an exchange. [ washed bowls so mom smiled, as
if labor was payment for a smile. This turns thoughtfulness into a deal and cheapens
the whole response. Scene check: moms gladness hides elsewhere, moving the clothes
rope, leaving half a bowl of soup, adding one line about clean bowls. At the ending
delete every mom smiled and replace it with one action mom does not notice, letting

readers see her gladness themselves.

The four traps form one line: small deeds, no waiting to be called, keep it up,
not for the smile. After writing, run every event in the essay through the checks: is
it small, did mom speak first, does the plan carry a number, does the ending treat
the smile as payment. Pass all four and the thoughtfulness in your response is real,

not staged for the teacher.
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