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Five Ways This Diary Goes Wrong, and How to Fix Each One

Mistake one: running account. Count the time words: got up, went out, arrived,
came back. Four or more and it is basically a log. The fix is not deleting time but
cutting scenes: keep only three, inside the market, carrying the bag, the walk home,
and let everything else pass in one line or disappear. Suppose you wrote six lines
about getting ready; cut to one: on the way Mom stuffed the cloth bag into my

backpack and said today this carries everything.

Mistake two: empty labels everywhere. So lively, so hard, Mom loves me so much.
Every time such a sentence appears, trade it for one visible thing. So lively becomes
the chopping sound and the water on the ground; so hard becomes Mom shaking out her
wrist after switching the bag to the other hand. The test is simple: when you read

the sentence, is there a picture in your head; if not, revise.

Mistake three: dropping one required scene. The topic names the noisy market, the

bag, and Moms smile; missing any one drifts off topic. The smile is dropped most
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often, because many diaries just end at the front door. The fix: save the last
paragraph for the walk home, where you do not talk about prices, only her expression

and one short sentence.

Mistake four: fake dialogue. Suppose Mom says: my child is so thoughtful, Mom
feels so comforted. No adult talks like that. The fix is cutting long speeches into
short instructions: watch your step, do not stomp in water. Or: give me the bag. The
shorter, the more real. Read it once; if your own mother would never say it that way,

rewrite it.

Mistake five: the smile is too vague. Writing only that Mom smiled a little is
the same as not writing it. Anchor the smile: what triggered it, what she said after.
Suppose it becomes: the vegetable seller handed back five yuan too much, Mom chased
two steps and returned it, and when she turned back she smiled once, the lines at her

eyes deeper than usual. A smile with a reason warms the reader along with it.

A five—-item checklist before writing: do time words pile up into a log; does
every paragraph hold at least one picture; are all three scenes present, noise, bag,
smile; is the dialogue short enough to sound daily; does the smile have a face and a
trigger. Tick all five before submitting, and this kind of diary rarely lands below
good.

www. vv99. net



