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10 Ready-to—use Sentence Templates for Stream—side

Essays

Opening template one, the two—beat sound: sentence one is onomatopoeia plus one
verb; sentence two reveals the stream. Fill-in: plip, plip, squeezes out between

the stones. Example: plip, plip, the stream squeezes out between the stones and runs
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downhill. The material is the plip of water; change the sound word and it becomes

your own creek.

Opening template two, the frozen shot: one color line plus one small motion.
Fill-in: the sunset dyes the water =, and on the surface. Example: the
sunset dyes the water orange, and a dragonfly touches it once and flies off. The
material is the sunset stream; change color and motion once each and no two essays

collide.

Opening template three, the trigger: one present thing plus one call. Fill-in:
again, like someone calling: that summer, . Example: the cicadas again, like
a voice in my ear: that summer, by the water. The material is the cicadas; swap in

coils, a bamboo mat, a popsicle wrapper.

Opening template four, the question: one question plus one answer. Fill-in: have
you heard @ ? That sound exists only . Example: have you heard water under

stones? That sound belongs only to summer creeks.

Opening template five, the contrast: one then—line plus one now—line. Fill-in: a
_once held a whole afternoon; now  just . Example: a shallow ditch once

held a whole afternoon; now with railings I no longer know where my hands go.

Transition template six, the body changes scenes: tired out, we  ;  rolls
over us and eyelids sink. Example: tired out, we climbed under the camphor tree; a
mat spread, cicadas rolling over, eyelids sinking. This template cures announcement

words like then and next.

Transition template seven, compressed time: one summer stretched long by |

gathered fast by . Example: a summer stretched long by cicada song, gathered fast
by the school bell.

Transition template eight, the object leads: still lies in its old place, as
if waiting for us. Example: the flat stone still lies in its old place, as if waiting

for us to jump in. Objects transition more naturally than time words.

Ending template nine, close on action: I ; I stand, turn back, and after a
few steps . Example: I crouched, hand into the water; I stood, walked back, and
after a few steps looked back once. The final word of the essay should be a verb,

never an adjective.

Ending template ten, echo with change: repeat the opening sound or image, add one
line about the person. Fill-in: = still @, and the listener has already
Example: the plip still sounds; the listener has new ears. Do not stuff all ten into
one essay: pick one opening, one or two transitions, one ending, add your own event,

and the essay is whole.
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