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Two Endings: First—last Echo, and Closing on an Image

The echo ending is the safest close: touch again what the opening touched. If the
opening used the plip—plip of the stream, the ending writes: plip, plip, the stream
still sings, but the listener has new ears. If the opening used the sunset stream,
the ending writes: the sunset burns the water orange again, only the watcher on the
bank has grown taller. The rule: echo exactly one thing; echoing several turns the
essay into a repeater. How to revise: go back to the first paragraph, find its most
concrete noun — a sound, a color, an object — write two or three sentences around it,
and let the last sentence mark one change, the change in the person only, while the

stream changes nothing.

Lyrical endings are not forbidden; shouting is. Wrong model: oh beautiful stream,
I love you, you are the playground of my childhood. That sentence could be copied

into any essay, which proves it describes no stream of yours. The correct lyrical
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ending presses feeling into action: I crouched, put my hand in, cold climbing up my
arm; I stood, walked home, and looked back once after a few steps. No love, no
nostalgia, yet the reader receives everything. Lyrical by image weighs more than

lyrical by shout.

The sunset-stream material works especially well at the end because sunset
carries closure. Example: the sun dropped behind the hill, the water dimmed, like
someone turning a lamp down; before dark, the stream lit up one last time. Stop
there. Do not add my childhood dimmed too — explanation is the ending’ s worst enemy.

Readers understand what turning down a lamp means; they do not need your translation.

Check three things in the opening—ending pair. One: at least one sound, image or
object from the opening returns in the ending; if none can return, the middle
wandered off. Two: the ending paragraph stays under four sentences; the fifth
sentence 1is where rambling starts. Three: search the whole essay for exclamatory
particles; if the ending has more than two, cut down to one — too many particles and

the piece turns childish at once.

One exam—hall test: copy the first paragraph and the last paragraph side by side.
A good pair reads like the first and last bars of one tune — sound or image matches,
feeling has moved. If they do not match, revise the ending, never the opening; the

opening is the anchor, and moving it forces the whole essay to be re—strung.
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