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Stream Vocabulary in Four Groups: Water, Light, Sound,

People, Each with an Example

Group one describes water: crystal clear, glassy, icy cold, shallow, gurgling,
rushing, muddy. Never memorize crystal clear alone; memorize it with its subject: the
stream is crystal clear, every pebble on the bottom countable. Usage example: the
creek was not deep, the water crystal clear; step in and the stones are slick, your
toes visible through the water. Notice the example supplies visible proof right after

the good phrase — pebbles, toes — that is what makes a fine phrase stand up.

Group two describes light: glittering, sparkling, dazzling, scattered gold,
orange, reflection. Glittering pairs best with the sunset stream. Usage example: the
sunset fell into the water, the surface glittering like someone scattering broken
glass. The example trades the idiom for a child-sized simile; keep both in the
notebook, idiom plus your own simile, because in an exam a fresh simile beats a stock

idiom.
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Group three describes sound: plip, splash, gurgle, cicada song, plop, chirping.
Sort stream sounds by distance: near is the water, far is the cicadas. Usage example:
the plip was nearest, the cicadas one layer away, then a plop as we jumped in. One
sentence arranges three sounds at different distances and heights — richer than

stream plus plip alone.

Group four describes people: laughter everywhere, running barefoot, bare backs,
dripping wet, out of breath, reluctant to leave. Laughter everywhere is a summary
phrase and the most abused; if used, bolt concrete content onto it. Usage example:
laughter came from beyond the bend — the four of us in a water fight, splashes higher
than our heads. The example answers who laughs and why, turning a summary word back

into a scene.

The four groups live in different places in an essay: water words in the opening
and scenery paragraphs, light words in evening scenes, sound words in transitions and
openings, people words at the ends of event paragraphs. Two or three per group per
essay 1s enough; twelve idioms in one piece is piling. Divide the notebook into these
four columns — ten times more useful than alphabetical order, because essays are

already built from water, light, sound, and people.
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