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Three Model Paragraphs and Their Sick Counterparts: Why
Good Works, Why Piling Fails

Model 1: that creek was unreasonably clear. Wading across in summer, everything
below the knees stayed visible; the sand on the bottom lay ridge by ridge, as if
someone raked it. One step and a white cloud of sand rose; by the time it settled,
the toes had sunk half in. Why it works: not one stock idiom in the paragraph -
unreasonably clear, white cloud, sunk half in are all the writer s own words, yet
crystal clear loses nothing. Copying such a paragraph beats copying idioms, because

it shows how to unpack an idiom into phenomena.

Model 2: dusk was the best hour. The sun pressed on the hilltop, the whole stream
turned orange, even our mud-caked arms glowed bronze. Nobody shouted anymore;

everyone watched the water. As the sun dropped an inch, the light on the stream
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narrowed by a strip, like someone slowly gathering in a blanket. Why it works: the
idiom glittering never appears, yet orange, bronze, and the gathered blanket finish
the light. Nobody shouted is the gem: after paragraphs of laughter, one silence

weighs out the evening.

Model 3: when we left, grandfather was still bathing in the stream, scrubbing his
arms squeaking loud. We shouted for him to come home; without looking up he said go
ahead, the water is not cold yet. For years afterward, any plop would bring back that
head too stubborn to lift. Why it works: this paragraph writes a person; the laughter
lives on grandfather, not on us. A good paragraph need not describe scenery — one man

squatting in the stream, and the stream is inside the reader.

Case 1: the stream was crystal clear, glittering, extremely beautiful, like a
beautiful painting. Diagnosis: three stock phrases crammed in one sentence, and
painting is everyone’ s simile. Prescription: split into three sentences, one piece of
information each — prove the clarity, name the moment of brightness, delete extremely

beautiful and like a painting.

Case 2: we caught fish with laughter, played in the water with laughter, went
home with laughter. Diagnosis: laughter everywhere repeated three times, not one
concrete action. Prescription: replace the three laughters with three events — the

fish escaped, someone choked on water, the shadows entered the village first.

Case 3: sunlight, stream, cicadas, flowers and grass formed a vivid and
harmonious summer scroll. Diagnosis: nouns queuing up plus a summary word, no verb,
no I. Prescription: keep only two items from the list, sunlight and cicadas, and add
one action of mine: lying under the camphor tree, sunlight poking me through the
leaves again and again, cicadas calling far away. The word scroll gets deleted,

always.
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