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Five Common Mistakes in Stream Essays: Check and Fix One

Sentence at a Time

Mistake one: the essay runs from leaving home to coming back, one line per event,
turning into a running account. Delete the three lines about leaving, arriving, and
returning, and start from the moment you reach the stream, compressing the walk into
half a sentence: twenty minutes on the road, and my shoes were baking hot. An essay
is a chosen half day, not the ledger of a full one. The self-check is simple: count

the time words, and if there are more than four, start cutting.

Mistake two: adjectives stacked in a row, the soft emerald willow branches sway
gently, extremely beautiful and moving. A sentence like this is forgotten the moment
it is read. The fix is a one—for-three trade: delete two adjectives and add one
action plus one sensation, a willow branch brushing my arm, slightly itchy, like the
graze of a dog ear. Build comparisons from your own life, not from someone else book

of good phrases.

www. vv99. net



Mistake three: there is no I in the whole essay, only water and scenery, like a
landscape photograph. Check each scene: what am I doing in this paragraph? In the
willow paragraph I am reaching for a branch, in the shrimp paragraph I am turning
stones, in the flower paragraph I am squatting and choosing. Any paragraph where you

cannot find yourself needs one action of yours inserted.

Mistake four: the shrimps turn into a biology note, the shrimp belongs to the
arthropods, its body divides into cephalothorax and abdomen. In an essay, an animal
is only what your eyes saw: how long the feelers are, what color, which way it flees
when startled, how it swims once bottled. Keep at most one piece of knowledge if it
is truly interesting, for instance that a startled shrimp flicks backward with its

tail rather than swimming forward, and delete the rest.

Mistake five: the ending shouts slogans, how fast the day went, I will come again
next time, I love this stream. Keep none of the three exclamation marks. The fix is
to stop on one image: before getting into the car, I pour the jar of shrimps back
into the stream and watch them dart one by one into the cracks between stones. Then
end, with no comment. Once the reader remembers that upended jar, the happiness is

established on its own.

Run through the five mistakes in order, and for each fix cross out the old
sentence on the page and write the new one, instead of only thinking it over. Then
read the draft aloud; wherever your tongue stumbles and the sentence feels false to
you is the next one to fix. For a four hundred word essay, revising five sentences is

faster than rewriting the whole thing, and far better.
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