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Six Common Faults in Graduation Diaries: Six Ways of

Empty Farewell Shouting

Fault one: a lyrical opening. Sick sentence: the June wind carries the taste of
farewell, and we came to the stream for the last time. How to spot it: farewell,
last, forever in the first lines means premature sentiment. The replacement: state
time and people plainly, the morning of June 14, the five of us came to the stream

again. Let readers discover the last time from the text; do not say it out loud.

Fault two: the water fight as a running account. Sick sentence: we splashed each
other, you splashed me, I splashed you, we had fun. How to spot it: no specific name
and no specific tactic anywhere in the paragraph. The replacement: add tactics and an
accident to the fight, who flanked, who kept watch, who slipped, and at least one

detail only your crew could have.

www. vv99. net



Fault three: the chatting paragraph is all summary. Sick sentence: we talked
about six years of memories and our hopes for the future. How to spot it: not one
quoted line in the paragraph. The replacement: write three concrete sentences of
dialogue, who said what about what; people before graduation do not chat about hopes,
they chat about the unreturned comic, the relay where someone fell, the walks home in

the rain.

Fault four: a psychology monologue in the silence paragraph. Sick sentence: I
gazed at the stream and thought, six years just passed, how fast time flies. How to
spot it: any of the words I thought, could not help, as if. The replacement: write
silence as silence, five people walking, normally deafening and today nobody talking,

then one action that breaks it, like someone shouting, same time next Saturday?

Fault five: a slogan ending. Sick sentence: goodbye stream, goodbye childhood,
may our friendship last forever. Three parallel clauses and three exclamation marks,
delete all. The replacement: stop on one small object, the swim ring behind the door,
the names carved on the rock, the comic never returned, one line to close, no may

sentences.

Fault six: exclamation mark abuse. Count them; more than three means work, keep
only the one shout that came from real laughter in the water fight. Exclamation marks
are the stress marks of emotion, and the more you use the lighter they get; the
heaviest line in a graduation diary usually has none, like that unanswered question

about next Saturday.

After checking the six faults, read the revised diary aloud to a classmate. Where
they laugh is where it holds; where they look down is where to cut. The readers of a

graduation diary were always those few people, and if they laugh, the piece is right.
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