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A Sample Response Annotated Paragraph by Paragraph

Below is a sample reading response, written as if the article read was called
Summer by the Stream, followed by paragraph—-by—paragraph notes. The sample has four

paragraphs, matching the four steps exactly.

Paragraph one of the sample: In Summer by the Stream there is a part I read
twice: the author steps into the stream barefoot, slips on a round stone under his
foot, nearly falls, then just sits down in the water and lets it rise to his knees.
Note: this paragraph does three things, names the article, locks onto one concrete

scene, and says how many times the writer read it. The scene has sound and movement,
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and the round stone and the water at the knee plant threads for later. One thing to
improve: after naming the article, add half a sentence about what the whole article

is about, so readers who never read it can follow.

Paragraph two of the sample: The author dared to sit in the water because he did
not mind looking clumsy in front of others. When we write compositions we usually
only say the stream is beautiful, and never dare to write about falling or losing a
shoe in the water, so our pieces read like postcards instead of real events. Note:
this is the comment paragraph. It does not retell the scene; it offers a judgment:
the article is good because it dares to write clumsiness. The judgment then reaches
over into composition writing, which gives the comment some range. Notice it holds to
one single point instead of spreading three at once; one point per paragraph, argued

through.

Paragraph three of the sample: Last summer I went back to my grandparents
village, and my cousin took me to the stream at the village edge. 1 left my sandals
on the bank, and three steps into the water my foot slid and I landed hard in the
stream, cold rushing from my back up to my neck. My cousin laughed so hard he sat
down on a stone, and I wiped my face and realized I wanted to laugh too. We soaked in
that stream until dark, and I caught two small shrimp and carried them home in a
bottle cap. Note: this is the connection paragraph. It follows the order of getting
in, slipping, laughing, and staying until dark, so the event has a beginning, a
middle, and an end. The slip echoes the slip quoted in paragraph one, which ties the
piece together. The shrimp and the bottle cap beat any sentence that says we had a
great time. One improvement: after wiping the face, add one line of thought, such as
I only wanted to stand up fast then, and only later understood that the fall was
worth writing about; the thought adds a layer to the event.

Paragraph four of the sample: Now whenever homework bores me, I hear that
afternoon of water sounds again. Some summers are not on the calendar; they are in
the stream. Note: the ending returns to feeling and closes in one sentence, and the
water sound ties back to the water running through the piece. It does not shout about
loving nature; the insight grew out of paragraph three. This sentence can stay as it
is, or add half a sentence returning to the article: the author put his summer into

the stream, and I have put mine here too, so both ends hold the article.

Use the notes to check your own draft: can you say, one line per paragraph, what
each of your four paragraphs does; is there an echoing detail; does your closing
insight grow out of your own body text. If you can answer all three questions, your

response stands.
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