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Five Common Flaws in Reading Responses and How to Fix
Them

The red pen marks on reading responses repeat themselves, and five flaws cover
most of them. Each flaw below comes with a typical sick sentence and a fix; revising

against this list is faster than rewriting.

Flaw one: summary instead of quotation. Sick sentence: The article first
describes the stream, then writes about the author swimming in it, and finally his
leaving. That is a book report, not a quote. Fix: delete the summary and keep one

scene, speaking through objects from the article, like the round stone or the shrimp
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in the bottle cap. The test is simple: does this paragraph contain one picture that

exists in the article itself? If not, rewrite it.

Flaw two: empty praise. Sick sentence: This part is so well written and deeply
moving. It never says where the goodness is or why it moves anyone. Fix: replace so
well written with one concrete judgment, such as the author dares to write himself
sitting in the water looking clumsy, and that is the good part. If no judgment comes,
ask: if I may praise only one spot in this passage, which spot? That spot is the

judgment.

Flaw three: the personal story becomes a running account. Sick sentence: We
arrived in the morning, played in the water, caught fish, ate lunch, and went home in
the afternoon, what a happy day. It records the whole day and highlights nothing.
Fix: keep one event and slow down the one or two most special minutes of that day,
writing details like a shaking hand, cold water, the whiskers of a shrimp moving;
pass over all other time in one sentence. If the word count falls short, lengthen

those minutes, do not add new time slots.

Flaw four: a soaring ending. Sick sentence: We must protect every stream and save
the earth starting from ourselves. The body only wrote about playing and catching
fish, so the slogan fits nothing. Fix: replace the slogan with one sentence grown
from the body text. If the body wrote about shrimp, the ending can say the two shrimp
lived three days in my fish tank at home, and my summer lived three days too. Test it
by deleting the ending and rereading the body: an ending that does not connect is a

soaring one.

Flaw five: nothing echoes. The article writes about the sound of water, your
story writes about flying a kite, and the two halves never meet. Fix: before writing
your own experience, return to the quoted scene and pick one of its objects or its
sound, then let the same thing appear in your story too. The echo does not need

identical words, just the same kind of detail.

After writing, walk through this checklist: does the quote paragraph hold one
picture from the article; does the comment paragraph hold one judgment of yours; does
the story paragraph slow down for one or two minutes; would the body still stand if
the ending sentence were deleted; do the article and your story share one object or
sound. Five check marks mean the piece needs no more work; an empty box means fix
that box only.
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