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The Four—-Step Reading Response: Quote, Comment, Connect,

Conclude

After reading an essay about summer or a stream, the four—step method tells you
exactly how to open a reading response, what goes in the middle, and where to land at
the end. The four steps are quote, comment, connect, and conclude. Each step becomes
one paragraph, so the whole piece has four paragraphs, and the word count splits

neatly without turning into a running account.

Step one is the quote. In two or three sentences, name the article you read, then
quote or briefly retell one scene that made you pause. Keep the quote short, no more
than one sixth of the whole piece. A useful opening pattern: The article describes
~, and when I read that line I stopped and read it twice. When choosing the scene,
pick one with sound or movement, such as a fish flashing white in the current or a
bare foot slipping on a stone. Small details like these give you material for the
steps that follow.
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Step two is the comment. Say what you think about the scene you just quoted; two
or three sentences are enough. Answer two small questions: why does this scene touch
readers, and what would you have done in that moment? For example: I think the author
wrote this so carefully because he really went into the water himself. The biggest
trap here is retelling. Repeating the scene is not a comment; offering your own

judgment is.

Step three is the connection, the longest paragraph, about half the whole piece.
Jump from the scene in the article to your own trip to a stream. Start with one
bridge sentence: Reading that part reminded me of last summer when I . Tell your
own experience in order, with a beginning, a middle, and an end, and leave one detail
that echoes the article. If the article writes about the sound of water, you write
about the sound of water too; if it writes about stones, you write about stones. That

echo makes the piece feel like one whole, not two unrelated stories glued together.

Step four is the conclusion. Return to the article and close with one sentence of
your own insight. The insight should grow out of what you already wrote: if your
paragraph is about catching no fish, the ending can say that some joy lives in the
few minutes of waiting for the fish to bite. Do not suddenly rise to protecting the
planet or loving nature; if it was not written before, it should not appear at the

end.

Split the words across the four paragraphs: about one hundred for the quote, one
hundred fifty for the comment, three hundred for the connection, and fifty to one
hundred for the conclusion, which adds up to around six hundred words. When you
finish, check the three required materials: one scene from the article, one stream

trip of your own, and one insight of your own. If any is missing, go back and add it.
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